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The Crer« read the next section, being «life 
jollowing provision: 
transportation of the United States mail between 


“ 
gow York and Liverpool, between New York and New Or- 
jeans, Havana and Chagres, and between Panama and some 


peat in the Territory of Oregon, eight hundred and seventy- 


thousand six hundred dollars: Provided, ‘That no part 

of this appropriation, or of the unexpended appropriations 

for the same service heretofore made shall be drawp from 

the Treasury, unless the contract under which snedeans is 

shall have been performed in full and strict compli- 

with the /-w of the contract. And the Secretary of 

the Navy ist «by authorized and required to reseind such 

of said contracts as may not have been fully and substan- 

tially rformed according to the terms and stipulations 
terol 


Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to strike 
out the proviso in the above clause, and to insert 
the following in lieu thereof, viz: 

« Provided, That no payment shall be made for said ser- 
yice exceptin proportion to the mail service heretofore per- 
formed, or that may be hereafter performed ; and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy is hereby directed to make payment in such 
proportion only.” 

Mr. B. said, that when the Committee of Ways 
and Means had this subject before them they 
were disposed to disconnect the Government from 
these mail steamers, if it were possible to do so. 
They were anxious to get clear of all the con- 
tracts. And on motion of the gentleman from 
Georgia, who was a member of the committee, 
they adopted the proviso which the bill now con- 
tained. Afterwards, however, not only the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, but a majority of the com- 
mittee, came to the conclusion that they had acted 
unadvisedly, and that it would be better to substi- 
tute the proviso, which he had now moved. 

Mr. JONES said, it was true that after a labo- 
rious examination and repeated consultations with 
the Secretary ofthe Navy, the Committee of Ways 
and Means had come to the conclusion to put in 
the proviso as printed in this bill. The Secretary 
had informed them that the contracts had not been 
complied with, and that they could not be com- 
plied with; that it was impossible that steam- 
ers built with the view of conveying passengers 
and freight could be adapted to war purposes in 
ease they should be required for such purposes. 
Upon this evidence they had inserted the proviso, 
and reported it to the House, that no part of the 
appropriation should be paid over until the compa- 
ny had complied with the express terms of their 
contract. It was also true that the committee had 
subsequently adopted the proviso which the chair- 
man of the committee had now’ moved. He was 
opposed to the system by which the Government 
was connected with these mail steamers, and 
would be glad to see it discontinued. It was 


wrong that the Treasury of this Government. 


should be required to contribute large sums of 
money annually for the private emolument of these 
contractors without receiving any adequate return, 
or, in fact, deriving any advantage therefrom. He 
trusted—though he hardly expected it—that the 
proposed amendment would not be adopted, but 
that the proviso contained in the bill would be per- 
mitted to stand. 

_ Mr. THURSTON moved to strike out the last 
line of the amendment offered by Mr. Bayiy, and 
said: | offer this amendment, Mr. Chairman, not 
for the purpose of having it-adopted, but to.enable 
me to make a few remarks, to show that the amend- 


ment offered — the chairman of the Committee’ 


of Ways and. (Mr. Bavxy] should prevail. 
When 4 first examined this bill hie pasvion im- 


f the Navy would not only be author- 
y- ed to reseind the con- 
the ae anes now 

and n. Not onl 
the proprietors of that ine woud be pre- 

x ‘Teceiving or services 

isnow due, or pay tec osu taba kame 

become ', out.of 


Peg: st ay t necessary 
* appropriation. When I first read this proviso, 
not know by whom it was got up, nor the 
whieh Ziciated it, but I saw at once that it 
line completely into the 
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power of the Secretary of the Navy, and that it 
would make the Secretary the cruel instrument 
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formance’’ of the stipulated service. Such, air, 
are the principal heads of this contracts con- 


not only of doing injustice to the Pacific mail || cluded, as I have said-before, on the 16th day of 
steamboat sannOr te but of repeating injustice to | November, 1847, between Arnold Harris and the 
a 


the people of the 
particular. Hence | had marked it, and was in- 
tending, after an amendment I shall hereafter offer, 
to move to strike if out, had not the same motion 
been ene the able chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. This proviso, sir, reads as 
follows: 

“ Provided, That no part of this appropriation, or of the 
unexpended appropriations for the same service heretofore 
made, shall be drawa from the Treasury, unless the con- 
tract under which payment is sought shall have been per- 
formed in and strict compliance with the law of the 
contract. And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby author- 
ized and required to rescind such of said contract as may 
not have been fully and substantially performed according 
to the terms and stipulations thereof.” 

This, sir, is the language of your proviso, which 
meditates ruin on our line of steamers, and glaring 
injustice toward the people f represent. 

The law under which the Pacific line of mail 
steamers was established, was approved on the 3d 
day of March, 1847, and the immediate section 
authorizing its establishment is in these words: 
** That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
‘ Navy to contract, on behalf of the Government of 
‘the United States, for the transportation of the 
*mail from Panama to such port as he may select 
‘in the Territory of Oregon, once a month each 
‘ way,so as to connect with the mail from Havana 
‘to Chagres, across the Isthmus; said mail to be 


‘transported in either steam or sailing vessels, as” 


‘ shall be deemed most practicable and expedient.’’ || f 
have been’’ any failure heretofore, however small, 


| if it constitutes any part of the entirety, although 


Accordingly, on the 4th of March, 1847, the Sec- 


retary of the Navy advertised for proposals for | 


carrying the mail on this route. 


cific coast, and of Oregon in | 


Several proposi- | 








| 
} 
' 
| 


tions were made—some for carrying it by sailing | 


vessels, others by steam. The proposals made by 
Arnold Harris, of the State of Arkansas, were ac- 
cepted, and on the 16th day of November, 1847, 
the contract was concluded, the principle features 
of which I will briefly narrate. 


Mr. Harris obligated himself to carry the mail | 


from Panama to Astoria, or such other point in said 
Territory as the Navy Department may select, once 
a month each way, touching at one or two interme- 
diate ports on the coast of Oregon when required 
by the Secretary of the Navy—with liberty to 


touch at such other ports as he chose, providing it || 


did not cause a failure in performance of the ser- 
vice. The contract was to continue for ten years 
from the Ist day of October, 1848. 

Harris was to furnish three sea steamers, two of 


which were to be of not less than one thousand i 


tons, and all of them to be well constructed, suitable 
in all respects for the intended service, and to be ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Navy through the 
agency of competent inspectors before leaving the 
port of New York. Whether these vessels ever 
were inspected, and if so, whether they were ap- 
proved, I am notable to say from documentary evi- 
dence; but, at any rate, they have found their 
way into the Government service, and are now 
being used by the Government by virtue of the 
contract. He was also bound to exercise, during 
the continuance of the contract, such restrictions 
as the Navy Department may deem necessary and 
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Government of the United States; for the security 
of the performance of which, on the part of Mr. 
Arnold Harris, he, Edgar Howland and Wm. H. 
Aspinwall entered into bond with the Government. 
But, on the 19th day of November, 1847, Arnold 
Harris assigned this contract to Wm. H. Agpin- 
wall, of the city and State of New York; and Mr. 
Aspinwall immediately proceeded to construct the 
steamers. 

Now, air, I shall not stop to inquire whether, in 
constructing these steamers, Mr. Aspinwall, as 
the assignee of Harris, fully and strictly complied 
with the law of the contract. Such is the language 
of this proposed law, so that if he did not, al- 
though the failure may have been unimportant, 
and passed over by the Secretary of the Navy, he 
must nevertheless be stricken down by the unre- 
lenting edge of this proviso. Nor shall | inquire 
whether he has, in every particular, since he be- 
came the assignee of Harris, fully and substentialy 
complied with this contract; for if he has not, the 
Secretary is commanded to rescind it. Your lan- 
guage, sir, strikes wide and sure. In one cake 
you require a full and strict compliance, to entitle 
him to any pay; in the other, you require full and 
substantial performance, to entitle him to @ contin- 
uation of the contract. A full performance, as I 
understand it, is a complele performance, a per- 
formance of the whole in aggregate, and the entirely 
of each particular stipulation; and if there “* may 


heretofore passed over as unimportant, and with- 


| out detriment to the Government, gon plow the 


axe in the hand of the Secretary of ths Nevy, and 
command hint to sever the head from the body, 
without pity and without mercy, regardless of 
consequences to the Government, or to the people 
of the Pacific coast, who are so deeply interested 
in this line of steamers. But this is not all of the 
enormity of the injustice you intend to commit: 
yee have first led the party into your meshes—you 

ave first contracted with him to sin, if sin-he can, 
while he intends not to do so, and then you turn 
and smite him for doing what you yourself have 
consented to and advised. I refer now toa fail- 
ure on the part of William H. Aspinwall to com- 
ply fully and strictly with his contract, growing 
out of a blunder of your own Navy Department, 
for which Mr. Aspinwall isin no way responsible. 
Yes, sir, a blunder of this same department iato 
whose hands you now propose to place the axe of 
desolation to all our mail steam lines generally! I 
refer toa sub-contract entered into between the 
Navy Department and Mr. Aspinwall, by which 
the latter was to deliver the Oregon mails, in sail- 
ing vessels, “‘at or near the mouth of Kalamet 
river.”’ The evidence of this contract is found in 
a letter from the Navy Department to Mr. Agpin- 
wall, of which the following is a copy: 

Navy DerartMent, June 10, 1843. 

Sir: Your letter of the 20th December tast was duly re- 

ceived, and, as [ apprised you, I found it necessary to con- 


sult with the Post Office Department, so as to give to the 
mails carried in the line of steamers hetween Panama and 


proper, from time to time, for the proper care and || Oregon the readiest and most convenient access to the aet- 


preservation of the mails, and their proper receipt 
and delivery at the ports of departure and arrival, 
and was to convey, free of cost, a Government 


agent, &c. These vessels were to sail.from New || 


Yerk, unless delayed by order of the Navy De- 

nt, on.or before the first of October, 1848, 
and were to be so constructed as to be easily 
turned into war steamers. The Navy Department 
reserved the power to exercise, atall times, con- 
trol over them.and to convert them exclusively to 


Government aoe So See their value (at the 

-time,) to be. ined. by appraisers to be mutu- 
chosen by the parties. 

States contracted, by the ‘Secretary of the Navy, 


to pay said Harris, or his assi the full sum of 
one bpndred.and ninety nine thousand dollars, in 


quarter yearly instalments, upon the “ fair per- 


; 








thement fn the interior of the Territory by connection with 
the mail routes inland. With this view, I referred your 
letter to the Postmaster General for his consideratio:, and 
requested such suggestions as might appear to him material 
to the investigation. For your information I enciose a copy 
of his communication on the subject, addressed to me un- 
der date of the 18th of January last. On the 3ist of May 
ultimo he addressed to me 2nother communication, enclosing 
an extract from the report of Genera! Gilliam, the »gent of 
the Post Office Department in Oregon, and of both L-enclose 
copies. 

ou will observe that the Postmaster General advises that 
the mails by the line of steamers shall be landed and .re- 
ceived at the mouth of the Kalamet river, as being, singer 
present circumstances, the most conyenient point on 
coast to supply the great body of the settlers with mail fa- 


| cilities. 


n compensation for this service, the United || 


One great object of the law which authorized the Navy 
Department to eontract for the transportation of the mail is 
steamers from Panama to some point in Oregon, was to se- 
cure the construction and availability for Government pur- 

of effective steamships of war. With this view, the 


control of the vessels is reserved to the, Navy Department. 








Pat in r i to the present duty to he performed in the re- 
cel, oenapealiaal, and delivery of the mails, and as to 
the points at which they are to be landed for distribution in 


formed views of the Post Office Depart 

io control hem. In the presenteondition 
in Oregon, and in the cueing wtate of things in California, 
aud expecially in view of the uncertainty as to the points at 
which the lation will in the fature establish itself, I do 
not feet at liberty to exercise the power reserved to me in the 
contract, of making a definite alteration of the terminus, to 
continue durug the term of the contract. With the under- 
standing thatthe modifications now aceeded to are to be 


the settlements 









months’ notice to you, to require the service to be so per- 
stormed as to deliver the in steamers at Astoria, or the 
Btraits of Fuca, or any other point at Oregon, as shall be 
found by experience to be necessary for its efficient perform- 









ties to the inhabitants of the country. I agree, that instead of 
os to Astoria, the mails may be delivered and taken on 
board at or near the mouth of the Kalamet river, as shall be 
found most convenient to connect with the inland post 
routes established or to be established by the Post Office De- 
partment; and in consideration of your agreeing to touch, 









ron, Gr such ports on the west coast to the south, not ex- 





ment, afier the restoration of peace with Mexico, { agree 
that the steamers shall not be required to proceed furthe 










ularly performed in connection with them in suitable sailing 
vessels to the mouth of ihe Kalamet river, with the reserved 






































to Astoria, the Straits of Fuca, or other point selected on the 
eosat.of Or » in six months’ notice. 

in porte of the United States, as well as those held by our 
forces by military ocenpation, the vessels employed in the 
execution of your contract will be regarded as traneports in 
the service of the Government, and will be subjected to no 
tonnage duty or port charges, and your coals and other sup- 

#26 for their use, may he landed and deposited free of duty. 

ut private freight will be subjected to duty according to the 
laws of the United States. 

I regret the delay which has occurred in answering your 
communication; but anxious as Iam that the enterprisé in 
which you have engaged shall realize all the advantages con- 
templated by the law, and especially that it shall successfully 
establish and maintain a speedy, certain, aud safe communi- 
cation with oteintitenins settlements on the distant Pacific, 
and give to the inhabitants of that region the full facilities 
intended for them, in the most efficient manner, [ have not 
been prepared to respond io your letter of the 20th Decem- 
ber last ut asfearlier day. My first duty is to secure those 
public objects. 
to mak» tite service less onerous to you. 
fully, your obedient servant, 

Wa. H. Aspinwax., Esq., New York. 

I have called this a blunder, because the mouth 
of the Kalamet river was then some two hundred 
miles from the white settlements in Oregon; because 
there was no road, or even trail, from that point to 
the settlements; because it is in the heart of a tribe 
of fierce and savage Indians, to pass through which, 
with safety, to the white settlements, would require 
& company of fifty well-armed men; because no 
sailing vessel had for twenty years, if ever, en- 
tered the mouth of that river; because the harbor 
and anchorage were wholly unknown; and because 
a vesse! attempting to enter there would have en- 
countered the double danger of being wrecked on 
hidden rocks or shoals, and of being robbed by 
the savages infesting that shore. The result was 
that Mr. Aspinwall never landed a mail there, and 
could not do it. ‘True, it is said that this mistake 
was made by reason of a certain report made by 
General Gilliam, then the agent of the Post Office 
Department for Oregon. ‘That report does not 
justify the conclusion, but it makes no odds: the 
mistake was made, and Oregon lost a year’s mail 
service by the blander, 

.Now, sir, [deny that the Navy Department had 
any power to change the original contract with 
Arnold Harris, as it was changed by this letter of 
the Navy Department of June 10, 1848. 1 deny 
that the department had power under the law to 
suspend in part the operations of this contract, as 
it was suepended by this letter. But this is not the 

roper time to argue that point. If the department 
bad not the power, then this line of mail steamers 
must be evolished if this proviso becomes a law, 
because, if the original contract remained in full 
force, a consent on the part of the Secretary of the 
Navy, given without the authority of law, that it 
need not be or performed, will not 
shield Mr. Aspinwall at all under the stringent 
operations of this proviso, If the Secretary of the 
navy had the authority exercised in this case, and 
the contract on the part of Aspinwall to deliver the 
mail by sailing vessels, “ at or near the mouth of 
the Kalamet river,” became a part of the contract 
contemplated in this proviso, then to Aspinwall 
the consequences are the same. {n either case, he 














Tam, very respect- 
J. ¥. MASON. 
















































































































the Government, without wrest 
_ hope of pardon, ; 






subject to the absolute right of the Navy Department, on six | 


ance, und the greatest convenience in furnishing mail facili- | 


ceeding three in number, as may be required by this depart- | 







the interior, I deem it to be my duty to defer to the better in- 7 
whose agent is || may stand for the whole. I saw the intended effect 


free of charge, at the three points now occupied by the squad- || 


north than Ban Francisco, but the mail service must be reg- || 


right of the department to require that the steamers shall go |! 





I shall not be unwilling, in promoting them, || 


must be ground to powder under the iron heel of || 


of judgment or | 
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| I might proceed, sir, and present you other in- 
stances where this proviso would be unjust and. 
| cruel in its operations; but the one I have given 










of this proviso from the beginning. I saw in it, 
sir, a monster couched in ambush—a declaration 
of war on the just rights of parties, and on the in- 
terests of the whole Pacific coast. This, sir, is 
the only line of steamers we have which approxi- 
* mates to paying its way, and | trust it is not to be 
stricken hewn in this ruthless manner. Weare |: 
too deeply interested in it on the Pacific, not to be 
restive under the attempt, and we value too highly 
this means of communicating with our brethren 
east of the mountains, not to be watchful for its 
safety; and [ do really hope that this miserable 
| proviso will be rejected, and scattered to the four 
| winds, as it well deserves to be—it is as ill advised 
as it would be cruel and unjust in its operations, 
The question was taken, and 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The question recurring on the amendment of 
| Mr. Bavty— 
Mr. JONES called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Leyiw and Mr. 
VENABLE were appointed. 
| ‘The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
| ed—ayes 103, noes 29. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES moved an amendment, to add at the 
| end of the amendment just adopted, the following 
| proviso: 

“ Provided, That from and after the passage of this act, 
| flogging in the navy be and is hereby abolished.” 

Mr. J. said he would not detain the committee 
with a speech on this question, but would refer 
them toa report made from the Navy Department, 
showing the number of sailors that had been 

| whipped in the United States navy. 
Mr. HOLMES raised the point, that the amend- 
ment was not germane, and therefore not in order. 


The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 


Mr. STANLY moved the following amendment 
| to the amendment: 


* Except in eases where courts-martial are held, and 
the sentence shall not be carried into effect until twenty- 
four hours after the judgment.’’ 


Mr. 8. said, he had been informed of some 
| eases in which the most brutal conduct had been 
| pursued in the treatment of sailors in the navy 
of the United States. He observed, jocularly, 
that sailors were considered no better than other 
folks, and that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
| Carrrer] did not even think them as good. 
‘Mr. CARTTER. Doesmy friend allude to this 
| gentleman from Ohio? Because, if he does, he is 
entirely mistaken. I think the sailors are the only 
ood men in the navy. [A lavgh.] 

Mr. STANLY (not distinctly heard by the Re- 
| porter) was understood to say that he had heard 
| of the most flagitious cases of the abuse of author- 
| ity in the punishment of sailors. And he thoaght 
| there ought to be some remedy provided for this 
/abuse. He was of opinion that it was evidently 
wrong that an officer of the navy should be per- 
mitted—half drunk himself, perhaps, at the time—, 
to inflict upon a sailor summary punishment for a 
real or supposed delinquency. 

Mr. HOLMES opposed the amendment. He 
would venture to assert, he said, that there was 
| not a good sailor in the navy who desired the abo- 
| lition of flogging. There were many sailors, he 
|-said, who had been all their lives at sea and had 
| never received a flogging; but those who had, were 
| benefited byit. The proposition of the gentleman 
from North Carolina Se Sranty] was, that 
| twenty-four hours should elapse between the of- 
fence and the punishment. No, sir, (said Mr. H.) 
the only way is to give them the ready money at 
the very moment. 

Mr. H. proceeded to state that he was, last 
Summer, while on board a revenue cutter going to 
select a location for a light-house, witness to a 
ee which ae him in the ae 

ogging was necessary. They were passed by a 
snepenban shi sound te New dino ne re 
| of that ship had compelled the captain to go into 
| the port of Charleston, and the officers of the rev- 
enue cutter were detained three days to be exam- 
ined aatame ce discipline. He maintained 
that if fifty lashes had been administered to the 
refractory sailors on board that ship, instead of 
being detained, she would have gone on her yoyage 
without any detention. He contended that if a 

































































law were passed pr | 
sailors summarily, the consequence would be that 


sailors of the navy, the most of the 


confinement or in irons, for a gréat 
Gea ’ & part of the 


instead of having the benefit of the 


Services of the 
™ would be jn 


The question being put tellers were 

me, not ese . es femanded, 
he question being then put, the 

the amendment Savages to: ns 


_Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved an aj. 
ditional proviso, as follows: 

* Provided, That the President, by and wi 
and consent of the Senate, be authorined to redseban ; 
the naval service of the United States the surviving Offic. = 
of the late Texas navy who were duly commissioned ne 
in the service of said Republic at the time of its tabeatae 
to the United States: Provided, That the number of office ; 
to he incorporated shall not exceed one captain, six lieuten. 
ants, one surgeon, three pursers, and two masters in the 
line of promotion: And provided, That upon the 
death, resignation, or dismissal of any of the said officer 
the vacancy thereby created shall not be filled.’ % 


Mr. SFRONG raised the point of order tha 
this amendment was not in order because it was 
not germane to the subject under consideration. 
~ The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order, 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amenq 
the amendment as amended, by adding thereto the 
following: 

“ Provided, further, That the liquor ration in the navy be, 


and the same ia hereby, abolished; and that five cents per 
day be allowed each sailor in lieu thereof.” 


Mr. EVANS said, when the liquor ration js 
abolished, the principal cause of flogging will be 
removed. 

Mr. CARTTER, addressing the Chairman, 
moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. EVANS. I have the floor, | believe, sir, 

The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Disney.) The gen 
tleman from Maryland is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVANS, (continuing.) It is the opinion 
of officers of the navy, who know something about 
the matter—more, perhaps, than we do—that if the 
liquor ration be abolished, there will be little occa- 
sion for flogging; but | doubt whether it is advisa- 
ble for us to attempt to act upon the subject at all, 
until we have a report from the Secretary of the 
Navy on the subject. It may be taken up at the 
next session, and acted upon with deliberation, 
The proposition that is made now, I am afraid is 
more for Buncombe than for anything else. Every 
gentleman here feels, 1 have no doubt, a reluctance 
to vote against a proposition of this kind, on ac- 
count of the effect that it may have at home. Yet 
there is no one who will not admit that if we 
abolish flogging in the navy, we ought to abolish 
what leads to it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was agreed to on a count 
by tellers—ayes 73, noes 54, 


Mr. VENABLE moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto the following: 

Jind provided, also, That neither wine nor ardent spirits 
shall be used by the officers on board ship, whilst in actual 
service, except as medicine.” 


Mr. VENABLE said: Mr. Chairman, the amend- 
ment which I have proposed very properly fol- 
lows that which has been just adopted. My 
friend from Maryland {Mr. Evaws,) has, -by his 
amendment, which has met with the approbation of 
the committee, provided that the sailors are not to 
have their rations of spirits, but are to be paid five 
cents per day in lieu thereof. Another humane 

entleman, my friend from ‘Tennessee, {Mr. 
Sonne) has relieved them frony whipping as & 
punishment for disobedience and insubordina- 
tion. Now, sir, the spirit ration as well as the 
flogging, have been known in all navies for centu- 
ries; and as I donot sup that we are much 
better or wiser than who have gone 
before us, I must be permitted to say, with all, 
respect that I consider this whole attempt at reform 


as mere flummery and humbo; . But as judi- 
cious gentlemen seem to be that we are lo 
have sober sailors in future, it is but justice (0 


them that they should not be commanded by 
drunken officers. This, I suppose, would not often 


. officers eoeelly nt gentle- 

ek vic is poseibies if they ca all they 

may drink too much, and to prevent such a casv- 
care 
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ve he could not get the liquor. But since 
ee withheld his grog to prevent the possibil- 
ay of his drinking, 80 we ought, in justice to the 
sovals of the officers, to do the same as to them. 
jam for feeding them with the same spoon that is 
ysed for Jack. They ought to be kept all sober 
ther. It would not sound well for us so 40 
iegisiate as to confine the luxury of liquor to epau- 
jis and gilt buttons, and deny it to the blue jacket 
and tarpaulin. ft would be creating orders such 
as the people will not tolerate. There can be no 
propriety in sending the sailor aloft to handle 
frozen ropes and reef sails covered with icicles, 
to face the drifting snow and the fierce north 
wind, and when he reaches the deck to go to his 

rk and beans, to meet his officer coming from a 
cabin dinner with pea-jacket buttoned up to his 
chin, and his skin full of wine—should he inti- 
mate that a dropor two would be comfortable, to 
be informed by that same officer that Congress 
takes better care of his morals, and gives him when 
he comes to land five cents a day. He may, in- 
deed, resolve to make up the luxury on lard with 
thatsame five cents kept safely for him by his 
Government; but the officers, from the middie to 
the captain, take wine and brandy daily, whilst he 
can only look on and thank Congress fortaking care 
of his morals. Itisall a humbug; and the best 
way to cure humbugs is to prescribe and administer 
alarge dose of humbug. Sir, all this hyperphi- 
lanthropy is of the same origin of some other spe- 
cies of fanaticism which are rife amongst us. A 
gentleman near me says that there is no spirit ration 
wo officers, but if they drink they buy it themeelves. 
True, but they receive a pay so much beyond the 
sailors that they can afford it. Itisa poor busi- 
ness to take away what the sailor esteems a com- 
fort,and pay him five cents a or the privation. 
The bargain is all one-sided. e should at least 
have the right of choice. The abolition of whip- 
ping is equally injudicious—equally a humbug. 
You must substitute some punishment, and the 
only one left is confinement. The lazy and the 
worthless sailor would not object to this, and in 
the gale and the storm good and true sailors have 
all the duty to perform. The bad ones are never 
better pleased than when they have nothing to do— 
imprisonment is to them an egcape from work. 
They will be as much pleased at this kind legisla- 
tion in their behalf as the newly-arrived Irishman, 
who, wending about the streets of New York, con- 
gratulated himself on seeing the advertisement of 
a lying-in hospital: ** ’Tis the very thing for me,” 
says he, **for I have been lying out for the last 
three nights.”” Confinement is the v thing for 
them, as they never intend to work if not com- 
pelled to do it. 

Mr. MORSE rose to oppose the amendtnent of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Vena- 
ace.) Concurring with him,as he did, in the first 
views which he had thrown out as to the impolicy 
of stopping the grog of the sailors, he could not 
agree with him in opinion, that one wrong could 
be cured by another wrong, and that therefore we 
ought also to cut off the wine of the officers. 

He was opposed altogether to this mode of legis- 
lation on matters which ought to be left untouched 
by Congress, because they could not be meddled 
with 8o as to produce any beneficial results. If the 
changes now proposed were necessary for the good 
of the navy, there should have been a resolution 
in the first place, referring the subject to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. We ought then to have 
had a report from that committee, which would 
have formed a legitimate basis for legislation. He 
thought the abolition of corporal punishment un- 
Wise, as he was of opinion that the good of the 
Service required that the flogging system should be 
continued. It was n or the preservation 

cipline. among the crew; and he did not re- 
prt infliction of a few lashes on the back of a 
rave sailor, who had been guilty of a departure 
tom the rules of the service, as any di > 
le abolition of the system would, in_ his 
opinion, be productive of great evil. And he 
ught the discontinuance of the spirit ration 
uite as subversive of discipline as the abolition of 
ng. If the sailors are thus to be exempted 

on the one hand from the punishment of a breach 
of the rules of the service, and, on the other, to 
be deprived of all stimulas to exertion, what is to 
4 of the vessel in a crisis of difficulty and 
anger? Was the cz to call his sailors on deck 
88 « sort of town n g, and consult with them 
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whether he ought take in sail in the fury of a | 
storm? He regarded all these apecians as 
mere humbug, to which he would never give his 
sanction. There must be some mode of enforcing 
discipline in the navy. | 

On motion by Mr. GREEN, the committee rose. | 

Mr. BOYD. With the hope that the business | 
that must be done at this session of Congress shall 
be accomplished, | move that we resolve ourselves 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. FOWLER rose, he said, to a privileged 
question, and moved that when the House adjourns | 
it adjourn to meet at ten o’clock on Monday, and | 
that that be the hour cf daily meeting thereafter || 
until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY objected to the reception of the 
motion. 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts that this was not a privileged ques- | 
tion, and could not be entertained except by unan- || 
imous consent. 

Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. lj 

Mr. ASHMUN demanded the yeas and nays. || 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

The question was taken, and by yeas 62, nays || 
82, sli Plotin refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CLEVELAND moved that when the House || 
adjourn, it adjourns to meet at ten o’clock on Mon- || 
day, and that that be the daily hour of meeting | 
thereafter. 

The SPEAKER again stated that this was not 
a privileged motion, and could not be received if || 
objected to. 

r. BAYLY objected. I) 


Mr. CLEVELAND moved to suspend the rules || 
to enable him to make the motion. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion to sus- 
pend was not in order, as a motion to suspend 
was already pending. 

Mr. MORRIS moved a call of the House. 

Pending these questions— 

The House, on motion by Mr. Harais, of Ten- 
nessee, adjourned. 





PETITION. 


“The following petition was presented under the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committee: 

By Mr. BRIGGS : Petition from Wilson & Brothers, mer- 
chants of St. Louis, asking a remission of duties on goods 
destroyed by fire on board of steamer Marshal Ney, at the | 
dock in New Orleans. 


IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, September 21, 1850. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, made in compliance with a resolution | 
of the Senate of the 6th- instant, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to examine and adjust 
the accounts of John de Neufville and Son, and 
report the result to the Senate, transmitting a re- 
port of the Comptroller of the Treasury, 

On motion by Mr. CHASE, ordered that the | 
document be referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of | 
Robert Grignon, a half-breed of the tribe of Me- | 
nominee Indians, asking’ that the treaty of 1836 | 
may be carried out as originally intended, and 
that the sum of one thousand dollars may be paid 
him for each year for twenty years, as contained | 
in the original treaty; but which had been stricken 
out by the Senate when the treaty was ratified the 
Lith of February, 1837. 

He observed that the brief period allowed be- 
fore the close of the session would preclude the | 
possibility of any action at this time, and he | 
would therefore move that the bill be laid upon the | 
table, which was agreed to. 

CAPTORS OF THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr. ATCHISON also presented a memorial 
from J K. Boyd, one of the captors of the 
frigate Philadelphia, asking the Senate to relieve 
his anxiety by passing the bill for the relief of the 
captors, or laying it on the table, and in the event 
of its failure, to be permitted to withdraw all the 
ooo trom the archives; which was laid on the 
table. 

VOLUNTEERS IN THE War oF 1812. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial very 
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numerously and respectably signed by citizens of 
New York, volunteers in the war of 1812. 
Mr. D. asked that the memorial might be read, 





| a8 it was at once brief and expressive. 


The memorial was then read, and set forth 
among other things that thirty-six years had 
elapsed, within which period by far the largest 
proportion of those’who survived the chances of 


| wary had passed from the scenes of life, many in 


consequence of wounds or disease resulting from 


| the service in which they had been engaged, and 
| making the following appeal: The survivors who, 


by the blessings of Providence, have been spared, 


|| beg leave to lay their case iefore the Senate, as 


well on their own behalf as for those who were 


|| our comrades in arms, wnat the bili which has 
| already passed the House of Representatives may 


receive the sanction of the Senate. The memorial 
was laid on the table. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted documents in 


the case of Polly Thomas, widow of a revolution- 


| ary soldier, asking a pension, which were referred 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, documents in relation to the claims of Sa- 
rah Shatts, heir of John Walker and Mary Greer, 
heir of James McKinney, to bounty lands for ser- 


| vices in the war of 1812; which were referred to 


the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


SAFETY OF STEAM BOILERS. 
Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 


| several practical engineers of steamboats residing 
| in the city of Pitisburg, asking that the emp | 
| of steam carried in boilers may be limited by la 

| to one hundred pounds the square inch; and ex- 
| pressing their belief that the passage of such a law 


is indispensable to the public safety, with not lese 
than the present strength of boilers, and that said 
law should at least be made to apply to all boats 
built after its enactment, and that it should be the 
sworn duty of engineers not to violate the law. 
After long years of experience they give it as their 
decided opinion that nothing, short of such a law 
| will ever afford security against the explosion of 
boilers on our rivers, and ihat it is needless to 
think that any safety valve, safety guard, or any 
self-acting contrivance whatever will prevent ex- 
| plosions from taking place while excessive steam 
| 1s permitted to be carried, ‘The memorialists aay 
| that nothing is more common with very high steam 

than for the pressure to increase to a very great 

extent immediately upon opening the safety vaives, 
| or starting the engine, and that in some instances 


|| the increased pressure had been known to rise full 


sixty pounds per inch after the valve was lifted, 


|| and whilst the steam was blowing off freely. The 


memorial was laid on the table. 


MODIFICATION OF THE TARIFF. 

Mr. COOPER presented sixteen memorials from 
citizens of different counties in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, stating that the manufacture of iron was 
ina very depressed condition. In many instances 
the works were entirely stopped, while in others 
they were running but a portion of the time, 
which the memorialists believe to be im conse- 
quence of the manner in which duties are laid on 
| foreign iron, and ask that the law may at once be 
so modified as to prevent the enormous imports of 
a foreign article which can be furnished by our 
| own citizens, taking an average of years, as cheap 
| as itean be imported; all of which were reterred 
| to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
| tee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to authorize 
| the exchange of a lot on the military site at Fort 
| Hamilton, tor an equal quantity of ground adjoin- 
| ing said site, which was read a first and second 
time by unanimous consent, and after having been 
explained and advocated by Mr. Davis, the bill 
was reported to the Senate and ordered to be en- 


| grossed for a third reading, and was read « third | 


tume and passed. 

| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill for the relief of the heirs and 
representatives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan, 
reported back the same with amendments. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 
James J. Strang, J. Adams, and William Marks, 

| presidents of the Church of the Saints, (styling 
| themselves servants of the living God, the fellow 
servants of the martyred saints,) asking Congress 
to pass a law giving the consent of the nation to 
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allow the saints to settle pon and forever occupy 
all the uninhabited Jands of the island in Lake 
Michigan, and to cease to sell the same to other 
persons, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the islature of Missouri, asking an exten- 
sion of the southern boundary of Missouri, and the 
extinguishment of the Indian title to certain lands, 
asked to be a from the further considera- 
tion of the same; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of citizens of Arkansas, 
asking the construction of a railroad to the Pacific 


ocean, ag having a tendency to prevent Indian in- || 


cursions along the line of said road, asked to be 
disch’rged from the further consideration of the 
same; whieh was agreéd to. 

NOTICE OF BILL. 

Mr, GWIN gave notice that he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill to enable the claimants to lands 
within the limits of the State of California, to es- 
tablish proceedings in the United States courts to 
try the validity of their claims. 

He took occasion to say that there is a bill be- 
fore the Senate for the settlement of California land 
titles; but, judging from the feeling which was ex- 
hibited here yesterday in reference to another Cal- 
ifornia measure, I am very doubtful whether that 
bill will pass. I now give notie that should that 
bill not pass, I will ask leave to introduce another, 
Which I hope may be successful. It is of the 
highest importance to the State of California, that 
something should be done in respect to these land 
titles during the present session. We have intel- 
ligence this morning that there is already a civil 
war in California about these land titles; and if 
something is not done in regard to them this ses- 
sion, 1 fear there will be much bloodshed before 
next winter passes over. 

HICKEY’S EDITION OF THR CONSTITUTION. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. Bap- 
Ger on the 19h inst., was considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to procure 
from the proprietor for the use of the Senate, ten thousand 
copies of Hickey’s edition of the Constitution, with an al- 
phaberical analysis, Washington’s Inaugyral and Farewell 
Acdreases, and other important statistical matter illustrative 
of the genius of the American Government, and the devel- 
opment of its principles: Provided, That they be furnished 


at the eame price as those last procured for the use of the 
Senate.’’ 


CLERK OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Bap- 
cer on the 20th inst. was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
to be read e third time: 

% Resolved, That the clerk to the President pro tentpore 
be continued during the recess of Congress at the same per 
diem compensation as heretofore allowed.”’ 

RELIEF OF WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of the officers anid seamen lost from the United 
States brig Washington, the 8th September, 1846. 

Mr. BRIGHT stated that he objected to the 
consideration of the bill when it was first report- 
ed; but on examination he was satisfied of its pro- 
priety, and would, therefore, withdraw all oppo- 
sition to the measure. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 
subsequently read a third time and passed. 

CALIFORNIA BILLS. 

On motion by Mr. FREMONT, the California 
bills were made the special order for Tuesday next, 
at twelve o'clock. 

BILL PASSED. 

The engrossed joint resolution to amend a reso- 
lution approved the 10th August, 1850, relative to 
thé payment of dividends on interest on war 
bounty scrip, was read a third time and passed. 

COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA. 

The bill to create collection districts in Califor- 
nia, came up on ite third reading. 

Mr. GWIN moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions to strike out all that part making Beni- 
cia a port of entry, and to make it a port of deliv- 


ety. 
Nir. DICKINSON moved that the motion to re- 
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commit lie on the table, with a view to proceed to 

the consideration of the civil and diplomatic ap- 

propriation bill, which was agreed to. 
RECIPROCAL TRADE WITH CANADA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask the Senate to take up 
the bill on the subject of reciprocity of trade with 
Canada, and the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence, simply for the purpose of fixing some day 
next week for its consideration. 

Mr. EWING. That isa bill which will in- 
volve much discussion, and take up more time 
than we can possibly give to it at this session. I[ 
know it cannot be passed, for it involves many 
very difficult questions which we have not time to 
investigate. 

Mr. PEARCE. There is another reason why 
we should not take up that bill at this session. 
There is in the possession of the Treasury De- 
partment a vast mass of information bearing on 
this subject. An agent was employed by the late 
Secretary of the Treasury, who was engaged some- 
thing like a year in making inquiries and collecting 
statistics respecting the commerce and trade with 
Canada, and indeed with all the British North 
American provinces. That information is already 
in possession of the Treasury Department, and the 
rest will be furnished in the course of a week or 
two. This is a great subject, and should not be 
acted on without full information; for we cannot 
act understandingly unless we have this informa- 
tion, and we cannot get it before it is printed. 
This cannot be done before the next session. We 
can then take up the subject and act understand- 
ingly with regard to it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. This measure has been pend- 
ing before this body for about two years. It has 
been postponed from time to time on the plea of 
want of further information. And even now I 
would be willing to postpone it for a little longer if 
it were not a question of such great importance. 
I know that the whole of our northern line is suf- 
fering for want of some action on this question. 
After a struggle of two years, without having a 
test vote, | think it is time we should now have 
one. I was in hopés that the Senate would fix a 
day, so that we might at least have the bill read 
before it is condemned. 

Mr. EWING. In my opinion, this is a bill 
fraught with the utmost mischief to all the interests 
of the country. That is the opinion which I have 
formed of itafter such examination as I have been 
able to give it. IfI am mistaken in the probable 
results of passing such a law, 1 should be-very 
willing to withdraw my objection and to vote for 
the measure, but such is my opinion of it at the 
present moment; and, considering the great imp n1t- 
ance of the interests involved in the question, I 
have no doubt it will draw forth an extended dis- 
cussion, for which there certainly is no time 
during the remainder of this session. I am 
inclined to regard the navigation of the St. Law- 
rence as of little or no value. It is not used by 
the Canadians themselves, except to a very limited 
extent. 

Mr. DICKINSON. As the hour has arrived 
for the special order of the day, I shall move to 
lay the subject under consideration upon the table. 

are aeons The question is on taking 
up a bill. 

Por. DOUGLAS. I withdraw the proposition 
for the present, but Ishall embrace the first oppor- 
tunity of again calling the attention of the Senate 
to the subject. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS, 

The Senate as in Committee of the Whole re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order of the 
day, being the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year ending June 30, 1851; the question 
pending being on the following amendment, offered 
by Mr. Unperwoop: 


‘For making hydrographical and topographical surveys 
to decide upon the practicability and cost of improving the 
navigation of the Ohio river, by a system of reservoirs to 
serve as feeders in periods of low water, according ta the 
plans ed by Charles Ellet, jr., civil engineer, sum 
of 000; the money to be expended under the direction 
of retary of the Treasury, and the surveys, with all 
necessary observations, measurements, reconnoissances, 
dnd estimates, to be made by a mixed commission of topo- 

ical and civil engineers, to be selected by the President 
of the United States.’ 


After a debate between Messrs. DICKINSON, 
CLAY, BRIGHT, UNDERWOOD, BENTON, 
DAVIS of Mass: tis, and DAVIS of Mis- 


-in lieu thereof. This amendment is necessar 
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sissippi, (and which will be found in the A 
dix,) the yeas and nays were tak = 
ment, a resulted an Milhenre: Snvon the amend. 

YEAS—Messrs, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien 
Clarke, ey: Clemens, r, Davis of 
Davis of Mississippi, w 
Douglas, Downs, Ewi leh, Foote, Pr 
Hele, Houston, Jones, Pearce, Sebastian, Se 
aa Sturgeon, Underwood, Wa) 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwet| 
Butler, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, . , 
gum, Mason, Norris. Rus . Walker, a ee Man- 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 move to strike ont in th 
28th line * $39,557 50°’ and insert “ $41,913 96" 
reason of the additional clerical force Which 
have given to the Secretary of the Senate, and . 
estimated for by him. A : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

It now stands as follows, since the increase of 
$2,355 76: 


s*For compensation of the officers and ¢) 
Houses of Congress $41,913 26.” | Crk Of both 


Mr. DICKINSON. I now move to strike out 
‘© $400,” in the miscellaneous items for the Office 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and inser, 
“$1,000.” This is rendered necessary by a mis- 
take of the Indian Department in making, or rather 
copying, the estimate for the miscellaneous Indian 
fund in the Indian Bureau. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I will next move to add a 
the end of line 539, ** for taking the census in the 
Territory of Oregon, under the act of the 14th 
August, 1848, $1,500." This is estimated for by 
the Secretary of the Interior, and on examinj 
the law, ts found to be necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I move to insert at the end 
of line 590 the following: 

Jn compensation for the clerk of the district judge of 
Florida, employed in keeping and making transcripts of the 
records of the decisions of said judge in certain matters sy). 
mitted to him by the Secretary of the Treasury, the com- 
pensation for said service to be audited and alowed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, $900.’” 

The Treasury Department submitted severs! 
questions to the consideration of the district judge 
of Florida which required him to employ a clerk 
to keep a record and make a transcript for the use 
of the department. This appropriation is recom- 
mended by the department. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I am requested to move 
an amendment to line 1034, to strike out that line 
and down to line 1038 inclusive, and insert instead 
thereof ‘‘ at a price not exceeding sixty cents.” 

The words proposed to be stricken out are— 

“ Provided, The Clerk of the House of Representatives 
shall let the contract for binding to the lowest bidder, below 
sixty cents per volume, and that the work shall be com- 
menced immediately after the printing is done, and con 
cluded as soon as possible.” 

This relates to the binding of the Congressional 
Globes. I understand from the publisher, Mr. 
Rives, that it is impossible the work can be done 
for less than sixty cents, and that to let it out to 
the lowest bidder would be not to do the work at 
all. He has no pecuniary interest in it himself. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. In line 1058 I move to 
strike out the words ‘* Commissioner of Patents,” 
and insert “ Secretary of the Interior.”’ 

The item now reads— 

“ Por defraying the expense of the chemical analysis of 
vegetable substances, and used for the food of 
man and animals in the United States, to be expended un- 
der the direction of the Commissioner of Patents, $1,000, » 
be paid out of the patent fund.” 

There are certain moneys to be disbursed under 
that department, and the committee have de- 
termined to give it te the head of the department, 
and hold him responsible for the disbursement of 
the money. ‘ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I now move to amend the 
item for rent of the House on the northwest 
corner of F and 17th street, and warming all the 
rooms in it, for each room $175, $21,875, by 
striking out “ $21,875” and substituting “ $16,- 


The bill ropriates $21,875 for the use of & 
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, vernment, and have obtained an estimate 
te mmuateation from each of the departments 
geeupying the building on the subject. Colonel 
por cing Be two and a half rooms, at $175 eath, 
making $437 50; the Second Auditor has twenty- 
three rooms, at $175 each, making $4,025; 
War Department has forty-two rooms coming to 
47,350; the penston office sixteen, coming to 
§2,800; the Navy Department has ten rooms, cost- 
ing $1,750. ‘That makes in all ninety-three and a 
half rooms, costing $16,362 50, which is the 
amountrecommended by the committee, The bill 
appropriates $21,875, but upon what principle we 
know not, unless it 18 for rent for the whole build- 
ing. 1 bring it before the Senate by the direction 
of the committee, as a public question. The com- 
mittee have made diligent inquiry as to the number 
of rooms occupied by the Government, and have 
allowed for rent accordingly. 

Mr. PEARCE, I am under the impression 
that the chairman of the committee is mistaken in 
this particular. { believe the Government does 
not actually rent any more rooms than those which 
he has specified, because under a law of a previous 
session they are limited to that number; but I un- 
derstand the fact to be that they occupy one hun- 
dred and twenty-five large rooms, and that five 
small rooms are thrown in, and if it be so, it seems 

roper that the Government should pay for them. 
Pshould like to be informed whether the-chairman 
of the committee is eertain that the Government 
does not occupy more than ninety-three and a half 


rooms? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I recollect a justice of the 
peace who decided that he would not permit a neg- 
ative to be proved in his court. I cannot prove a 
negative, but 1 can only say that from all the af- 
firmative evidence we can get, it would seem that 
the Government do not occupy more than ninety- 
three and a half rooms, though there are one hun- 
dred and thirty rooms in the house, twenty-six of 
which are on the attic or upper story. I have been 
there myself several times, and the clerk of the 
committee has been to each of the departments, 
and inquired how many rooms they occupy in the 
building, and fer what purpose they are occupied, 
and this is the result of our examination and in- 
formation. If this were a personal matter, I would 
go for renting all this gentleman’s rooms; but I 





‘ bring it, as a public question, before the Senate for 


its action. 

Mr. MASON. I desire, as doubtless all Sena- 
tors do, that justice should be done in this matter. 
{ would ask, therefore, of the gentleman who is at 
the head of the Committee on Finance, whether 
this amount was — inserted in the bill upon 
estimates furnished by heads of departments? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I cannot learn that it was. 
{can find nothing about it in the annual estimates, 
or in any special communicatian, and upon appli- 
cation to the heads of departments, each one says 
that he occupies so many rooms, at such a price, 
and that is all he knows about it. i cannot finda 
single paper anywhere that recommends the amount 
appropriated by the bill, and I have therefore 
brought the matter before the Senate. E 

Mr.MASON. I desire only to get at the facts, 
and [ would ask the honorable Senator whether 
the information he has derived relative to the num- 
ber of rooms occupied by the departments respect- 
ively, was information furnished by the heads of 
departments, or whether we are to understand that 
it is derived from the clerk of the committee, who 
was sent to the building to make personal inquiry 
as to the occupancy of the rooms? 

Mr. DICKINSON. {t was ascertained in most 
cases from the heads of departments themselves. 
1 have not the smallest doubt that the information 
7 yo if not, I shall be happy to be cor- 

Mr. MASON. I have no information on the 
ribject, nor was I aware that any question of the 
kind would be raised. I observed in the bill acer- 
‘ain sum of money to be paid to this gentleman for 
the rent of these rooms, and took it for granted, as 
it came from the other branch of Congress, to 
which more appropriately belongs the duty of 
looking into Ee sapecuee of the public money, 
that it wag on estimates from the depart- 
ments, unléss there has been another estimate re- 
ceived by the committee from the heads of the de- 


Mr. COOPER. I suppowe that the information 
furnished by the chairman of the Com- 
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| rooms, no matter how exorbitant it might be, the 


mittee on Finance is correct a8 to the number of | believe it was then almgst universally conceded 
roonis occupied; but I understand that at the time | that the Government was only bound to pay fer 
when it was determined that it was necessary to | such rooms as it actually occupied. In reference 
rent the building for the Government, it was un- 1 to the question put by the Senator from Lovisiana,. 
derstood between the Government and Mr. Winder || I understand the fact to be that Mr. Winder has 
that he should receive pay for the whole of the || the privilege of renting the unoccupied rooms; and 
rooms, and 1 understand also, that he stipulated Hy perhaps the further eck might be ascertained, on 
with them that they should pay for the whole of || inquiry,that some of them are occupied for other 
the rooms, and occupy as many of them as might || than Government purposes. Now, it seems to me 
be found necessery for the transaction of the pub- || a singular idea, indeed, that, because it is more 
lic business. Mr. Winder was then on the point || agreeable to Mr. Winder, we should hire al! his 
of making additions to the building, and renting it || rooms, and pay him a rent increased from some 
to be occupied as a hotel. It was absolutely ne- || sixteen thousand to over twenty thousand dollars. 
cessary, I believe, to the Government, and the || Mr. DICKINSON. When this matter was 
Government agreed to take it, paying se much for || originally before the Senate, I refused to have 
the whole of the rooms, and the Senate will very | anything to do with the question about raising the 
easily understand that the few rooms that are un- || rent of these rooms. I believe they originally 
oceupied by the Government could not be of any || rented at $140 or $150 a year, and the rent was 
use to Mr. Winder, or be rented by him for any || subsequently raised to $175 per room. Now, all 
other purpose. He positively refused to permit || the contract that was ever made, so faras Lt can 
the Government to take the house unless they || ascertain, was one for the renting of just such 
would occupy, or at least pay for, the whole of || rooms in the building as the Government might 
the rooms, and they have the privilege of occupy- }| need, and no more. 

ing them if necessary for the public service. 1 || Mr. BRIGHT. That is it. 

think this statement will be found to be correct. (| Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. Winder, therefore, haa 

Mr. DICKINSON. The simple question is the || just as good a right to rent any of his unoccupied 
difference between $21,875 and $16,362 50. | rooms to any person who may desire them as he 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understand this difference to || ever had before his contract with the Government, 
arise from the fact that the owner of this building | Nor can I find a scintilla of evidence that the Gov- 
claims, by virtue of his contract, that the Govern- || renment ever contracted for the rent of the whole 
ment have rented every room in his building; and, || building; and if any Senator has any such evi- 
if his understanding of the contract be correct, he || dence, it should, in justice to Mr. Winder, be pro- 
is certainly entitled to the amount in the bill as || duced. The proposition, then, is that we oe 
fixed by the House. But it is contended by the || beyond the contract, and beyond the rooms 
chairman of the Committee on Finance that the || 
Government merely contracted to pay for the rooms 
it should occupy; and that is my understanding of 
the contract at the time it was agreed to. The 
Government did not undertake to rent all the rooms 
in the building, and they agreed to pay only for mal 
such rooms as might actually be occupied for its || I shall certainly be satisfied with their decision. 
purposes. 1] remember that the rent then asked || but propose the amendment in the discharge of 
was considered very extravagant, and it was not || what! consider my duty, after, as chairman of the 
agreed to by the Senate, but cut down some twen- || committee, a full examination of the matter. For 
ty-five per cent.,and with the express understand- || the gentleman concerned, | entertain the highest 
ing that only the rooms actually occupied were to | respect and most kindly feelings. 
be paid for, Now, the idea of asking the General || Mr. BADGER. I desire merely to say, as there 
Government to pay from $150 to $200 rent per || seems to be some difference of opinion or views en 
annum for rooms in the third story of a building || the subject, that, according to my recollection, 
strikes me as most preposterous, and as one which || when this matter was before the Senate two years 
we ought not to countenance. We now pay the || ago, itwas distinctly understood that the Govern- 
highest rent for the best rooms in the building— | ment did not undertake to rent all the rooms, bat 
more, I think, than they are worth; yet I am will- H only a certain number, at a certain rent per room. 
ing to pay the price agreed upon for the rooms ac- || Under such circumstances, | shall certainly vote 
tually occupied, but | cannot agree to pay at the || for the amendment proposed by the chairman of 
same rate for rooms which we do not occupy, and || the committee. 
in the third and fourth stories. || The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. COOPER. I presume the Senator from || Mr, DICKINSON. | desire to offer an amend- 
Indiana is right in reference to the original con- || ment to the portion of the bill entitled “legiata- 
tract. Originally, the Government only proposed || tive; and it is to strike out the proviso in regard 
to take such rooms as it might need, and it seems | to the mileage of Senators. The question is an 
that the first year it occupied but about twenty of | old acquaintance to most of the Senators, and, as 
them. But the last year an agreement wae made || 


; 'is remarked by a Senator behind me, it is one 
which governs; and if the Government agreed toy) which is generally raised oma proposition which 
take the whole house and pay such a price for the || the House of Representatives insert, with a view 


of having the Senate strike it out again. To reise 
the question again, I move to strike out thefollow- 
ing: 

“ And ided further, That no such member of either 
branch of Congress residing east of the Roeky Mountains 
|| shall receive more than one thousand dollars mileage for 
| each session: and no such member or delegate residing 
west of the Rocky Mountains shall receive more than wo 
othusand dollars mileage for each session.”’ * 
| This would still retain en against 
constructive mileage unchanged. 





tually used, and pay Mr. Winder a gratuity of 
$5,512 50. We now occupy rooms to the nam- 
|| ber of 934, and pay him $175 a room, he eras 

them, which amounts to $16,362 50. Now, if, 
after this statement, the Senate can think they 
| ought to rent or pay for the whole of the ae 


Government is bound to pay it; and so I under- || 
stand the fact to be. I understand that Mr. Winder 
refused to rent any part of the house, unless the 
Government would take all the rooms off his hands, || 
and that the Government agreed to do that; and 
he has therefore claimed the price for each room. 
The chairman of the Committee on Finance is 
right ia reference to the number of rooms occu- | 
ape _Ttis ee ie ee were not occupied, | 
anaes: Cee ae (| Mr. CHASE. Believing the bill as it stands 
Mr. SOULE. It strikes me, that unless the | now to be right, and not desiring to oceupy the 
contract has a specific clause setting forth that the | time of the Senate by discussion, I shall content 
Government cannot be bound to pay for any-rooms , myself with asking for the yeas and nays. 
other than those they occupy, the claimant is enti- | The yeas and nays were ordered.* 
tled to oe — of the rooms to be found || a ee i call * oe re the 
in the building. To test the correctness of that || amendment, or wii! the mover & t : 
view, there is a question which presents itself to | Mr. DICKINSON, The effect will be to eave 
my mind, and doubtless also to the minds of other || thé law precisely as it now is, except that Sena- 
Senators; and that is, could the present owner rent || tors will not be sllowed constructive mileage. The 
any of the unotcupied rooms to anybody else? If | motion is to strike out that portion of the bill 
he be precluded from doing so, why clearly the || which makes a further change in the law. 
contract must be held to cover the whole building. Mr. CHASE. If I understood the chairman of 
Taking that view of the subject, I shall vote || the committee correctly, he stated before, that the 
inst the amendment of the chairman of the || proposition in regard to constructive mileagé would 
mittee on Finance. Leaded if his motion wis agreed to. e ques- 
Mr. WALKER: [ remember a discuasion || tion that we are now to vote te is sitsply, 
which occurred on this subject once before, and I |) shall the House provision, whic limits the atile- 
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age to $2,000 on the west side of the Rocky Moun- 
tas, and so $1,000 on this side, be agreed to? 
That is simply the question. 

Mr. DICKINSON. There are perhaps two 
questions presented. The first is on siriking out 
ihe provision restricting the amount of mileage to 
$1,000 on this side, and $2,000 on the other side 
of the Rocky Mountains. This is the question on 
which | now ask a vote; the other | have not 
raised, and shall leave it to some other Senator to 
do so. J alinde to the following provision: 


“ Nor shall any member of the Senate receive mileage for 
any session of that body whieh may be called within thirty 
days afier the adjournment of both Houses of Congress, 
unless the travel for which such mifcage is charged has 
been actually performed.’ : 


Mr. WALKER. In order that there may be no 
farther misonderstonding on the subject, I will read 
what it is propored to strike out. 
read the clause as moved to be stricken out by Mr. 








Dickrwsown.] . 
Mr. BERRIEN moved to strike out all of the 
provision. 


A debate ensued, in which Messrs. BADGER, 
BERRIEN, CHASE, DOUGLAS, .EWING, 
BUTLER, CASS, end HALE participated, and 
which will be found in the Appendix. 

The question was then taken on striking out the 
first clause, and the yeas and nays being ordered 
ard taken, the result was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Cooper, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 


Downs, Foote, Greene, Houston, Hunter, Jones, Mangum, 
Macon, Rusk, Sebastian, Smith, Poulé, Sturgeon, Walker, 


Yulee—24, 
BB AVS svar. Barnwell, Berrien, Bright, Butier, Cass, 
‘hase, Claske, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Ewing, 
Feich, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, King, Morton, Norris, Seward, 
Sprauance, Underwood, Wales, and Winthrop—23. 


So the motion to strike out was agreed to. 


The question was then taken on striking out the 
secund proviso, in part, as follows: 

dnd provided, further, That no member of either branch 
of Cougress, residing east of We Rocky Mountains, shalt re- 
ceive more than one thousand dollars mileage for each ses- 
sion, 2nd no sueh member or delegate residing west of the 
Rocky Mountains shail receive more than two thousand dol- 
lars mileage for eael session,’’ 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, they 
were taken, with the following result: 

YBRAS —Mevars. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Brigit, Butler, Cass, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Missis- 
sippi, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, 
Dougias, Downs, Ewing, Feich, Foote, Frémont, Greene, 
Gwin, Hale, Houston, Hunter, Mangum, Mason, Morton, 
Pearee, tusk, Sebastian, Smith, Soulé, Sturgeon, Walker, 
and Vulee—36, 

NAYS8—Meesrs. Berrien, Chase, Clay, Dawson, Hamlin, 
Norrix, Seward, Spruance, Underwood, Wales, and Win- 
throp—il. 

Mr. BADGER. I now move to strike out the 
remaining portion of that proviso. It is in these 
words; 

** Nor shall any member of the Senate receive mileage 
for any session of that body which may be called within 
thirty daya after the adjournment of both Houses of Con- 
gress, unless the travel for which such mileage is charged 
imas actually been performed.”’ 

This amendment was debated by Messrs. 
BADGER, CLAY, DICKINSON, EWING, and 
MASON. 

Mr. EWING. I would propose to amend the 
provision before the vote is taken on striking it 
out #0 that it will read as follows: 

* Nor aball any member of the Senate receive an amount 
of muleage for any session of that body which may be called 
within thirty days after the adjournment of both Houses of 
Corstens, exceeding the per for members for the time 
which shall accrue between the regular and the called ses- 
sion.’? 

The question being taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, it was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
amend the bill by striking out the clause as pro- 
posed by the Senator from North Carolina, 

Mr. SEWARD. On that question I ask the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. A divis- 
ion being called for, the Paesipine Orricer de- 
clared there weve for the motion to strike out 23. 

Mr. BENTON. .From the company in which 
1 find myself, | very much doubt whether | know 
my own vote. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. 1 hope we may have the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. BENTON. I believe the question is to 
strike out the clause as it came from the House of 
Representatives. 1am against striking it out, and 
I voted for et. out. ILisam e sir; that 


is all. [Laughter 


| the ayes 22. 


and nays. 


of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Douglas, Downs, 
Foote, Greene, Gwin, Hale, Houston, Jones, Mangum, 
Morton, Norris, Rask, Sebastian, Soulé, and Yulee—2i. 


Cass, Chase, Clay, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Ewing, Feich, Hamlin, Hunter, 
King, Mason, Pearce, Seward, Simith, Spruance, Under- 
| wood, Wales, Walker, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—2s. 


[Mr. W. then 





| presiding officers of the two Houses were intended | 
by law to be conclusive upon the subject of the || 


| Department has undertaken to reéxamine and re- | 


| to go behind his certificate, and decide that the 





| terpretation of the third section of the act, entitled ‘An Act 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will make |! 





Mr. HALE. No, sir, no; it makes them 24. 
Mr. CLAY. Lhope we shall have the yeas | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CASS. Those who vote for striking out | 


the clause, vote, as | understand it, for keeping up || 
the system of constructive mileage. 


Is thatso? || 
Several Senarors. Yes, yes! | 
The yeas and nays being taken on the motion, 


resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Clarke, Davis 


| 
NAYS—Messrs. Barnwell, Bell, Benton,—Bright, Butler, | 
1 
1 
So the motion to strike out was rejected. I] 

Mr. BADGER, I move an amendment, which || 
I wish to have come in at the twelfth line, after 
the word *‘dollars.”’ Lask the attention of the 
Senate while | siate the necessity for it. By the 


| third section of the act of 1818, fixing the compen- 
| sation of members of Congress, it is provided: 


‘© That the said compensation which shall be due to the 


members of the Senate, shall be certified by the President | 
thereof; and that which shall be due to the Representatives | 
| and Delegates shall be certified by the Speaker; and the | 
} same shall be passed as public accounts, and paid out of the | 


public Treasury.” 


It is, | think, sufficiently manifest from these | 
words, that the decisions made by the respective || 


amount of compensation due to the members of || 


| 


officer in the discharge of the duties which the law 


Senator trom North Carolina, with whom 
voted, I concurred with him, because 





their respective Houses; because the law declares 


that the accounts so certified shall be passed as || 
yudlic accounts, and shall be paid out of the p blic 


‘reasury. It is known to us all, Mr. President, 
that the accounts of the Secretary of the Senate, 
the disbursing officer of this body, have been sus- | 
pended by a decision of the Treasury Department, 





has imposed u 


hi . nd ; 
involved in mice on the very question 


¢ last amendment offered by the 
I then 


} then, as now 
| intended to adhere to the law as it exist rg 
the practice under it. ee 

The question was then taken on 
ment, and it was adopted. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on Commerce to offer the followin 
amendment: 5 

* Por providing sarf-boats, life-boats, and other means for 
the preservation of life and property shipwreeked on the 
coast of the United States, ten thousand dollars, wo be ex. 
pended uader the control and direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury.’? 

This is a matter which the Committee on Com. 
merce have thoroughly considered. {t has been 
the practice for the last few years to appropriate 


the amend. 


that sum as auxiliary to the light-house system 
| It has been foand very serviceable, and has been 


the means of saving many lives. | have no more 
to say. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I have another amendmen: 
as follows: z , 

“ Por finishing and attering rooms in the custom-house 
Portland, Maine, for the accommodation of the fedora 
courts, clerks of the district and circuit courts, and marshal’s 
office, &c., three thousand and thirty-one dollars and sey. 
enty cents.’? ‘ 

I hold in my hand estimates signed by the judge 
of the district court, and by the clerks of the dis. 
trict and circuit courts, and by the marshal of the 
district, and the attorney general of Maine, stating 
that the building was purchased for a custom. 
house, and was denominated a building for that 
purpose. The Government, however, hired rooms 
in the same building for court-rooms, and paid a 
rent of about three thonsand dollars; so that the 
building was appropriated to these various pur- 
poses. The whole amount is only a little more 
than $3,000, which was the sum heretofore paid 


and it has refused to close his ‘accounts, on the || for rent. The matter went before the Committee 


ground that one of the officers of the Treasury | 


vise the decision made by our presiding officer; 





sum said to be due upon the certiticate was not 
due. 
point upon which there cannot be any difference | 
of opinion. The law made that certificate bind- 


| ing upon our disbursing officer; he was bound to 
| pay according to the certificate. 


Well, if he was 
bound to pay according to the certificate, it is as 
clear as any conclusion in logic that he is entitled 


| to have the credit for the payment made accord- 
| ingly. 


There are difficulties into which | do not 
now propose to enter, in having that question set- 


tled by the head of the Treasury Department, in 


going behind the certificate of our presiding officer, 


and making the Secretary a defaulter for paying | 


what he was bound by lawto pay. Whether the 
payment was right or wrong, it was right on the | 
part of the Secretary, because he was bound to go | 
by the certificate. 1 therefore introduce this de- 
claratory provision, to be inserted after the word 
**dollars’’ in the twelfth line: 

* And it is hereby declared, that according to the true in- 





allowing compensatiun tothe members of the Senate, mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives of the United States, 
and to the delegates of the Territories, and repealing all 
other laws on that subject,’ approved 22d January, 1818, 
all certificates which have been or may be granted by the 
presiding officers of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, respectively, of the amount of compensation due to 
the members of their several Houses, and to such delegates, 
are, and ough! to be deemed, held and taken, and are hereby 
declared to be, cunclusive upon all the departments and 
officers of the Government of the United States.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 shall vote. for 
this amendment upon exactly the same principle 
thai I voted for the last; and that is, to adhere to 
the law as it exists. 1 should be quite willing to 
change the law, as was contemplated by the bill 
which came from the House; that is to say, against 
constructive mileage. {1 should have no objection 
te a law having that effect; but I do object to this 
indirect mode of reaching it, as I also do object to 
this indirect mode of disailowing the accounts of 


an officer who is compelled to settle those accounts 


in a certain mode provided by law. If there be 


any different mode proposed I should be quite will- 


ing to legislate. so as to change the present prac- 
tice; but I consider myself obliged to ames an 


1 wish to say this, that [ think this is a | 


| 
| 
| 





on Finance, but, as it connected court-rooms with 
custom-houses, it was not reported by that com- 
mittee, although it had their approbation. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have already made ap- 
propriations for custom-houses in Maine, and | 
fear that we shall overload the bill if we go on ad- 
ding item after item not estimated for by the 
department. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator is right. The 
letter which I hold in my hand was signed in 
May, 1850, long after the estimates were made. 
The labor has been peformed, and the question is 
whether those who have earned this sum, by the 


| labor of their own hands shall receive their pay ? 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I have another amendment, 
to come in at line 418: 

“ For balance due the acting naval storekeeper at Sperz- 
zia, in Sardivia, $3,000.” 

I hold in my hand a letter from the Secretary of 
the Navy Department, who states that thrs ind) 
vidual performed the duties of a naval storekeeper 
for three years, and also the duties of a clerk, and 
was paid for discharging the daties of a clerk, but 
not those of a storekeeper. The law is very clear 
that where one man discharges the duties of two 
offices he shall have pay for only one of them, and 
that of the highest grade. He was paid six hun- 
dred dollars instead of fifteen hundred, which was 
the salary for the highest grade. Sa 

Mr. DICKINSON. It seems to me this is a 
private claim entirely, and should not come into 
this bill; for itdoes not contemplate the payment 
of claims of that kind. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. [I have another amendment, 
to come in after line 1,013: 

“ That the proper accounting officers of the hag pai be, 
and they are hereby, authorized and directed to liquidate 
and settle the claims of the States of Maine and Georzia 
for interest on money and actually paid by said 
States, vely, and actually expended for the use and 
benefit of the United States, the principal of which has been 
See hy Oe Oe ae aanses oe ase ory 

t sum ‘ 
ae out of the Treasury for said purpose.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. | really that amend- 
ment will not be ad . I fear we have already 
attached to this bill more than can be carried 
through the other House. * 

Mr. HAMLIN. This is money which is actu- 
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ijy due to the States of Maine and Georgia, as 
"7 | s0.as the appropriations made in conformity 
yith the laws already existing. The Senate have 
considered these claims, and have passed bills al- 
owing them during the present session. Unless 
cluims are incorporated in this bill, there will 

tbe a possibility of their receiving the joint ac- 
tion of the two Houses during the present session. 
As there is no question that the claims are now 
gclually due, | hope the amendment may be adopt- 


“3 DICKINSON. We shall not be able to 
et this bill through the other Flouse unless we 
keep our appropriations somewhere within gun- 
shot of what strictly belongs to an appropriation 
ies NORRIS. I move to insert as an amend- 
ment to the amendment the words, “ and New 
Hampshire,” after the word ‘* Georgia.” 

Mr. HAMLIN. I accept the amendment asa 
part of my amendment. — ; 

Met. DAWSON. I wish to inquire if any bill 
has passed the Senate in favor of New Hamp- 

ire? 

. Mr. HALE, It has been considered and recom- 
mended by a committee. 

Mr. DAWSON. This money belongs to us, 
and the present is a time when we need it. | trust 
that, inasmuch as the Senate have passed a bill 
allowing it, the payment will be no longer delayed. 
[regret that the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance opposes its being put into this bill. If 
he had not done so we should have passed it be. 
fore this time. I did not present the amendment 
myself, but [ trust it may be adopted. 

Mr. FOOTE. I simply rise to propound a 
question to the Senator from Georgia, for on his 
response Will depend my vote on this question. I 
understand this to be a proposition to bring about 
an adjustment between the State of Georgia and 
this Government. Now, I wish to know whether 
Georgia isan adjustment State? [Laughter.] 

Mr. DAWSON. _Itis deeidedly so. 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is entirely inappro- 
priate in this bill. If committees have approved 
the claim, let them bring in a bill for the payment 
of the claim. We cannot adopt it in this appro- 
priation bill; for it ogpense to me to be reversing 
the whole theory of an appropriation bill. Be- 
sides, we want time to discuss it, and this is a ques- 
tion which really requires mature deliberation. If 
a bill is brought in, it has to be read three different 
times on three different days, and is to be passed 
for its merit or rejected for its wantof merit. But 
here it is attempted to be placed in an appropri- 
ation bill, and, if agreed to as an amendment, will 
be fastened on the bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I do not design to occupy the 
time of the Senate but a moment, but there is 
something so potential in the resistance offered by 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance, that I 
beg to say to him that these claims of Georgia and 
Maine are precisely in the same condition in which 
he desires they should be. They are cases which 
have not merely passed through a committee, but 
cases which have been considered in the Senate, 
and especially by the Senator from New York, the 
chairman of the committee. In relation to the 
claim of Georgia, the question was fully discussed 
between that Ricesnb e Senator and myself. He 
professed himself entirely satisfied with the evi- 
dence upon which the claim was presented, and 
united with us in voting for the bill. 

Now, the only motive for asking that it be 
adopted as an»amendment is, that, from the late 
period of the session, we have no other hope of 
getting our claim before the House. It cannot em- 
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| got up in the House, the unanimous vote of the || ers oa both sides. 


| 


| 





re 





arrass the appropriation bill, for the evidence is | 


conclusive to show that the principal has been paid 
by the United States, and that the States paid the 
interest on the money which they advanced to the 
United States. I hope the chairman will withdraw 

18 Opposition. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I am not discussing the 
merits of these claims, nor willl. I know they 
have been before the Senate. It is sufficient for 
me that “ have not been asked for by any de- 
partment o this Government, and that they are 
hot’ required nor authorized by any existing law 
Or treaty, or necessary to carry out anything of 
that kind, It is,as the Senator states, a toon 
ee the a = which - mane — no 

jection; but itis my duty to keep this bill as 
neutly as possible within the limits of the present 


1911 


exigenci~s of ghe public service. If these claims || the claim to Georgia, and | am giad that the Sen- 
are right, 1 will go for them in a separate bill. | ator from South Carolina has confirmed me in that 
Mr. BERRIEN. It is very severe upon the | opinion. 
parties interested in these claims, that the objec- | Mr. BUTLER. Yes, and I willconfirm it again. 
tion should be made, and that it is necessary to | The PRESIDENT. This question is not before 
discuss this question; for the necessity for that | the Senate. 
diecussion was created by the opposition of the | Mr. BUTLER. fF wish to say only one word. 
chairman of the Committee on Finance. He The PRESIDENT. The Chair will indulge 
creates the necessity, and then objects to them on |, the Senator. 
the very ground of a necessity of hisown creation.| Mr. BUTLER. Old George Galphin was an 
Sir, the Senate are advised of the merits of these |, Indian agent, and he made his money in Georgian. 
several claims, and have unanimously acted upon || All his operations were in Georgia. His Indimn 
them, and have approved the several allowances. | agencies were in Georgia; and | again repeat that 
As these bills have passed the Senate without ob- || —I believe we divided pretty equally the money. 
jection, | wish to ask the chairman of the com-| [Roars of laughter.} 
mittee whether, even supposing they cannot be || Mr. CASS. I reaily like to hear these disclaim- 
I hope gentlemen may be al- 
Senate of the United States is not equal to an es- || lowed to proceed. 
timate of a department? Are we less entitled to||) Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope the amendment will 
credit than an officer of a department who pre- || be withdrawn until the Committeon Finance get 
sents to us an estimate? | will not take up the || through with their own amendments. 
time of the Senate by such an inquiry. || The question was then taken on the amendment, 
Mr. HAMLIN. In addition to what has been | and it was rejected. 
ao well said by the Senator from Georgia, | wish || Mr. HALE. I have an amendment which I 
simplyto say that both of these claims repose | wigh to offer as an additional section, to come in 
upon principles precisefy similar to those which |) after line 1198: 
have been recognized in the case of some ten dif- || That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized and 
ferent States. || directed to adjust and settle the claim submitted by the legal 
Mr. BRIGHT. The honorable Senator from |) representatives of Lieutenent Robert L Browning, late of 
New York is not alone in his opposition to the || the United States navy, deceased, for a share of the pro- 


: . ; - || ceeds of the sale of the schooner Oregon and cargo, semmed 
fixing of these private claims upon an appropri- || and confiscated in the mouth of April, 1848, under the Pres- 


ation bill. [I shall assist him in every effort which || ideot’s regulations of the Ist of March, 1847, at the port of 
he may make to exclude these private claims as || Tampico, during the war with Mexico, and to pay the 
amendments to a general appropriation bill. Sir, | amount of said claim out of any moneys in the Treasury 


h h : bi || arising from military contributions, collected in pursuance 
we nave ad some sad lessons on this subject. || ofthe regulations of the President before referred to: Pre- 
This same principle has given to public men and || vided, That before any money is paid in this case, any claim 
to the public press of this country a great deal of || submitied by the owners of the vessel before mentioned fee 
: | the remission of the penalty and payment of the eeda 
trouble and labor. It is the most unsafe way that i under the confiscation shall first be duly examined ahd de- 
can possibly be resorted to for the adjustment of |! cided by the Secretary of the Treasury under the directions 
claims. It is a precedent fraught with danger. | of the President of the United States.” 
Mr. ee Will the Senator from Indi- || The amendment was agreed to. 
ana explain what he means? Mr. DOUGLAS. Since the passage of the civil 
Mr. BRIGHT. I refer to the claim which was || t A 


; “8 | and diplomatic appropriation bill in the House of 
= ae ee of War—the Galphin |! Representatives, the bill for the establishment of a 


Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator from Indiana || territorial government in New Mexico has become 


, la law, and itis necessary, therefore, to put into 
will allow me to say, in the first place, that that y ¥» z P 


; . this bill an appropriation to comply with the law 
claim was acted upon by a separate bill. There || as passed. The act requires the same amount of 


was a bill introduced here and reported by the Ju- || money which has heretofore been appropriated for 
duciary Committee; and the claim was allowed by |/ the establishment of territorial governmente. 
the passage of that hill. He will also allow me, in || offer the amendment in compliance with the wish 


the naan paene to say that the claim is from || o¢ the chairman of the Committee of Finance. {It 
South Carolina and not from Georgia. is to come in fine 548: 


Mr. BRIGHT. That does not alter the princi- || « por salaries of governor and superintendent of Indian 
ple against which I contend. It was a claim of || Afuirs, three judges, and secretary, $9,708. 
interest; and there are various other claimsofa)|, “ Ae vPimern aa any es pi emmy aa 5 icine 
similar character before this body. If the amend- __ EOF COMPO RERON B oe en 
ment of the Senator prevails, ath are other Sen- | coentiy’ gaa.oub. SS ee oe 
ators who have bills in charge who will be com- “ For library for said Territory, $5,000: Provided, That 
pelled to move them as amendments to the general |} the library for the Territories of New Mexico and Utah 
appropriation bill. I shall not vote for them, for || Near agents to be appeinted by the Fremident 
the reason that I desire to protect the public Trea- || « For public buildings for the Territory of New Mexico, 
sury from such claims. Many of them undoubt- || $20,000.” 
edly may have merit; and when I find that they || Mr HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sen- 
have I will vote forthem. Iam in favor of pass- || ator from Illinois whether $24,000 is not a large 
ing laws for the allowance of all just claims; but Lilia propriation for New Mexico? 
am unwilling to have claims of this amount fixed || Mr. DOUGLAS. It is the same asthe estimate 
upon an appropriation bill, and be compelled to || for each of the Territories of Minnesota and Ore- 
say ‘* yes” or “ no”’ to them before I can fully un- || gon; and as the duties of the first territorial legis- 
derstand them. The interests of the Government || lature of New Mexico will certainly be more labo- 
require of us that, before voting away the public || rious than those which succeed them, I have taken 
money, we should know why we do it. hese || the same sum which was fixed upon for the Terri- 
claims may be good. I say nothing about their || tory | have named; and they are fixed by law. 
merit or demerit; but | object to the principle of The amendment was agreed to. 
attaching them to a general appropriation bill; and || Mr. DICKINSON. The papers in regard to 
if this rule had been observed for the last two or || continuing the construction of the custom-house at 
three years, our Treasury would be ina much || Savannah, in Georgia, were mislaid when this bill 
better condition than it is at present. was under consideration by the committee. A 
Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Georgia says || duplicate has just been sent down by the Secre- 
that this Galphin claim was a South Carolinaclaim. || tary of the Treasury, by which fifteen theusand 
One thing is very certain, that a great deal of the || dollars are asked for, for continuing the construc- 
money has gone to Georgia. It is a Georgia | tion of that building. 1 move to insert after line 
claim, sir; and Georgia hasgotthe money. Where | 996: 
did the claim originate? Where did Galphin live? || «For continuing the construction of the custom-house at 
Why, in Georgia. || Savannah, in Georgia, $15,000.” . 
Mr. BERRIEN. The claim originated ina || Mr. WINTHROP. I move to amend the bill 
treaty of the United States, which was in favor of || in line 634 by striking out the word “four” and 
a trader who owned property both in South Caro- || inserting ‘‘ five.” ; 
lina and Georgia; but he lived and died in South If the chairman of the Committee un Finance 
Carolina; and his executor who presented the claim || will do me the favor to give his attention for a mo- 
here lives in South Carolina at this day. ment, I think he will concur in the amendment. 
Mr. BRIGHT... I did not intend to charge the || The bill provides ‘for completing the light-houre 
paternity of any particular claim toa State which | on Minot’s rock, Boston harbor, four thousand 
was not entitled to it. Public opinion had assigned || dollars.” This is an under-estimate for the con:- 
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ment for the custom-house now in progress of 


essential work. 
the most onpeies ligheboutes we have, and it is || construction at New Orleans, a sum of one hundred 


by no means improbable that on this difference of 
a thousand dollars will depend whether the portion 
ef the work already completed will stand during 
the coming winter. ‘The amendment is recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Not being satisfied about 
this, | went myself to the Treasury Department, 
and to the heads cf the Topographical Bureau; 
and they assured me that it was absolutely neces- 


sary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, lask the attention of the Senate 
to an amendment which I propose to come in at 
line 974. Iti to change the amount of the appro- 
priation which is made in that section of the bill, by 
striking out * fifty,” and inserting ‘* one hundred.” 
The appropriation is made for the purchase of a 
site and the erection of a new custom-house at 
Mobile, and for the purchase of a lot on which it 
is to be bailt. It is to contain rooms for the ac- 
commodation of the post office, and also for the dis- 
trict court of the United States. It must be ap- 
parent to every Senator, that it is utterly impossi- 
ble to purchase a lot and erect such a building as 
will answer the purpose of that city, the largest in 
the amount of its commercial business of any city 
south of Baltimore, except New Orleans. The 
appropriation in the bill for the continuation of the 
custom-house in Charleston, is a hundred thousand 
dollars. We appropriated last session a hundred 
thousand dollars for the purchase of a lot there. 
All I ask of Congress is, to give us a hundred 
thousand dollars, which is to be applied both for 
the purchase of a lot and the erection of a building. 
Even with that appropriation, we shall only be 
able fo erect a very inferior building; but as | am 
not disposed to ask for extravagant appropriations, 
I hope this amendment will be agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. KING. There is a proviso in relation to 
iris appropriation that is not contained in any other 
wppropriation for a like purpose. And aithough L 
trust that it will not be necessary to make any fur- 
ther appropriation for this building, yet inasmuch 
as it seems to be drawing an invidious distinction 
between that city and others, where no such pro- 
vision has been made, | move to strike out the pro- 
visor 

“ Provided, That the plan of the building shall be sach 
that the whule cost both of building and site, shall in no 
ovent exceed the appropriation hereby made.”’ 


Mr. DICKINSON, I believe there are several 
cases in the bill where such provisoes are made. 

Mr. KING. These limitations have been made 
only in cases where appropriations have been 
asked for year after year, for continuing or extend- 
ing these buildings. This is the first appropriation 
for such a building at Mobile, and I believe there 
are no other cases in which the first appropriation 
has been limited by such a proviso. 

Mr. DICKINSON. ‘There was a limitation in 
the ppropriation made for the erection of a custom- 
house at San Francisco. 

Mr. KING. 1do not intend to press this mat- 
ter,and I will withdraw the motion. But inasmuch 
as appropriations have been made for the construc- 
tion of rooms for holding the district courts of the 
United States, I offer the following amendment: 

« Por constracting, in the city of Montgomery, Alabam 


a court-reom for the district court of the United States, an 
for a poat office, $15,000.”? 


Mr. FOOTE offered the following as an amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

« And a like sum of $15,000 for a like purpose for each of 
the States of the Union, at the capital of which a court- 
hotite and post Sffice bave not been built at the expense of 
tiie United States.”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The amendment was also rejected. 


Mt. WALKER. I move to amend the bill by 
allfing the following at line 1135: 
«“ For the salary of John Catlin, as secretary and acting 
Cre tory, from the 10th day of 
une, 1848, to the 4th day of March, 1849, being eight months 
atid twenty-two days, &t the rate of 2,500 per annum, 
gigas 77,” 
The amendment was agreed to. © 
Mr. SOULB. I have been reminded by my 
colleague in the other House—the member from 
tive first congressional district of Lousiana, [Mr. 
La Swanj—that through a mistaken conception, on 
the part of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


of the requisition made by the Treasury Depart- 


j 





thousand dollars only has been appropriated by 
the bill before us. I hold in my hand a4 note ex- 
planatory of that error, which the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means in the other 
House [Mr. Bayty] has addressed to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance of the Senate. 
The fact is, that the appropriation, as it stands, 
‘would hardly be sufficient to pay an outstanding 
bill for granite, due to a quarry in Massachusetts, 
which amounts, if | am well informed, to some- 
thing over seventy thousand dollars. ‘he demand 
on the part of the Treasury was two hundred 
ocean dollars over and besides the allowance 
made in the deficiency bill which we passed early 
in the session. I cannot doubt that the Senate 
will readily correct the error, by a the || 
amendment to pass which | now send to the Chair, 
the object of which is to strike out “* one,’’ in line 
964, and to insert **two,’’ so that the appropria- 
tion may be two instead of one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Before the amendment is 
acted upon, I should like to ascertain from the | 
chairman of the Committee on Finance whether 
there is not still some mistake in relation to this 


of which this custom-house at New Orleans is to 
be built is to be furnished by the Quincy quarries 
in Massachusetts. It is the same, [ believe, as we 
used in the construction of the Bunker Hill mon- 
ument; and it affords a fresh illustration of what 


joyed in the 
the Senator 


of officers 


business of Go 


ment. if 


my with his amend 
requisition that the Attorney Gen one 
hid -Whbleoauentien: t0:the besines re 
ment, it would be more 

mean to resist it, but, soe. 


very large, 1 cannot fa 


give 
vern. 
I do not 


as the a jati 
vor the aedaeern _ 


Of salaries 


Mr. BERRIEN. 1 understand, on inqui 
that there area sufficiently large number of on. 
now pending on the docket of the Supreme Cour 


of the United States in which the 


nited States 


are concerned to keep the Attorney General aij the 


time employed, in connection with his other 
* The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. I am instructed by the 
mittee for the District of Columbia to offer the fo). 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end of the 
first section of the bill: 

To reimburse the corporation of Washin 
advanced to complete the paving of Viheteh moe Fe 
of the Treasury Department, including the culvert #2 309 90 
upon its being shown to the Secte sone 
said sum of money was advance 


Washington.” 





was once said by a distinguished Senator from 
South Carolina, that the principal exports of New 
England were ice and granite. 

The company who are to furnish this granite of 


Congress in 1848 appropriated 
Fifteenth street, in front of the 


} 
; _ | ment, the street in front of 
matter? ‘I'he Senator from Louisiana has alluded || : of the P 


to the fact, which is well known, that the granite || 


duties, 


Com- 


in front 


tary of the Treasury tha; 
ed by the corporadien at 


$12,700 for paving 


reasury Depar:. 


resident’s House 

and Seventeenth street. The work was to be Pig 
ecuted under the supervision of the War Depart. 
ment. The money gave out before the work was 
completed. But the streets were in such a con. 
dition that it would be very inconvenient, if the 

were not completed. At the su 
ficers having charge of the work, the corporation 
advanced this amount of money which they ask 
| may now be reimbursed to them. 


estion of the of. 


| Mr. DICKINSON. Although I know nothing 


|| Of the facts in this case, I am willing to concur 


course take some interest in this appropriation, as | with one suggestion of the Senator. The appro- 
| priation a out.”” That is always the case. 


a considerable part of it is already due to them. 
They inform me that the sum asked by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for the purpose was over 
$300,000. Indeed, I have in my hand a letter from 
the commissioner of customs—which | will not 
trouble the Senate to read—from whieh it would 
seem that the recommendation of the Secretary of 
the Treasury was for $333,807. 

Mr. DICKENSON. I would inform the Sena- 
tor that, since the estimate was made, $100,000 
have been appropriated in the deficiency bill. 

Mr. WINTHROP. That sets the matter right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SOULE. I beg leave to offer the following 
amendment: 

« For the topographical and hydrographical survey of the 
delta of the Mississippi, with such investigations as may 
lead to determine the most practicable plan of securing it 
from inundation, and the best mode of so deepening the 
passes at the mouth of the river as to allow ships of twenty 
feet draught to enter the same, $50,00".”? 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BADGER moved to amend the clause re- 
lating to the payment of the salary of the A(tor- 
a General and the clerk and messenger in his 
office by striking out “6,” and inserting “8,”’ 
so as to make the appropriation $8,300, instead of 
$6,300; and by adding at the end of the clause, 
‘‘and the salary of the Attorney General being 
hereby increased to $6,000 per annum from. the 
same day.”’ If these amendments should pre- 
vail, the clause would read: 

‘ For salaries of the Attorney General and the clerk and 
messenger in his office, #8,300—the salary of the messenger 
in his office being hereby increased to $700 per annum from 
lst July, 1850; and the salary of the Attorney General being 
hereby increased to $6,000 per annum from the same day.”’ 

Mr. BADGER. I merely wish to mention 
that it was the general understanding of the Senate | 
last session that this measure should have been | 
adopted. It would then have been adopted but 
for the circumstance that it would have excluded 
a very worthy member of this Senate [Mr. Rev- 
erdy Johnson] from receiving the office. 

Mr. DOWNS. I only wish to state that the 
Committee on the Judiciary has taken up this sub- 
ject and given authority to offer a similar amend- 
ment. But the amendment of the Senator from 
North Carolina will do as well. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have no doubt that if 
the Attorney General were required to devote his 
whole time to the service of the Government, 
$6,000 would be little enough. I suppose hig 
salary was made $2,000 less than the salary of 
the other members of the Cabinet because of the 


profitable private practice that might well be en« 





| (Laughter. 


| The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. MASON. 





| Washi 


I am instructed by the same 
committee to offer the following amendment: 

** To enable the War Department to make such examina- 
tions and surveys as may be necessary to determine upon 
| the best and most available mode of supplying the city of 
‘on with pure water, and to prepare a plan and es- 


| timate of the probable cost of the same, to be reported to this 


| Congress at its next session, $1,500.” 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. MASON. 


I am instructed by the same 


committee, to offer the following, to which [ sup- 
pose the Senator from Indiana will not object: 





officers, and records, $20 


“To erect the northern portion of the eastern wing of the 
City Hall in the city of Washington, for the accommodation 
of the criminal court of the District of Columbia, its juries, 
,000, to be expended under the di 


rection of the Commissioner of Public Buildings.” 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. MASON. 


out of any mone 
to pay to Isaac 
Isaac Holines, the 
the State of Virgin 
deceased: Provided, That before such paymen 

cated copy of such judgment be submitted to the Secretary 
of the Interior, and he be satisfied of the validity of said 
judgment, and of its obligation on the State of Virginia for 
the said amount.’ 


The amendment was rejected 6n a division— 
ayes 17, noes 22. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I move to 
amend the bill by adding after the provision for 
the salaries of keepers of light-houses and their 
assistants, the following: 


“ For the keeper of the -house on Minot’s rock, near 
, and $550 each per annum to 








Cohasset, in Boston 
his assistants.’’ my 


It is: 


I have got another amendment 
to offer, which does not come from the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

* That the sum of $4,056, the wnexpended balance of an 
appropriation made under the act of 12th Anguat, 1848, ‘to 
pay to the State of Virginia ju 
by revolutiona: 


7 


ents recovered against ber 
diers for half pay and com- 
mutation of half pay,’ and the further sum of $5,020, be paid 
n the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
Smith, administrator de bonis non of Lieut. 
amount of a judgment obtained against 
ia by the administrator of said Holmes, 
tan authenti- 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 1 move to insert 
the following after the item making an appropria- 
y General, the 


© To rei 


eral of the United States 
his private funds forthe 


tion for the salary of the Attorne 
clerk and messenger in his office. 
Johncon, late 


public purposes in public duties, $866 59.” 


The immense afmount of d 
late Attomey General | 


thrown on the 
jt necessary for 


Attorney Gen- 
Set Cane 
employed for 


































































































































































































havea clerk. Ina letter which the S 
yore Maryland (Mr. Prart,] who has been 
wot om, absent himself from the city, left with 
isa statement of the amount he drew from his 
exer for the salary of his clerk. The sum total 
; 4°06 59. The late Attorney General cont 
sah this clerk for $800 a year, andwe aaa “ 
him at that rate for the time he was employed. 
Pie amendment was agreed to. 
vic. EWING. 1 move to amend the bill by 
siding after the item making an ra for 
ie salary of the Secretary of the interior, and his 
crief clerk, the maps “ oe 
tion 8 a messengers for 
' For or ane Anterior, $14 500.” ee 
| would observe to the Senate that no appropria- 
son whatever is contained in the bill for the clerks 
nd messengers of the Department of the Interior. 
i has been passed over I sup on account of a 
n the deficiency bill, that that depart- 
peat should get its clerks, and its messengers, 
ipo, | suppose, though no mention is made of them, 
fro the other departments. It is a singular provis- 
ion. The Department of the Interior is to get its 
cerks from the other departments in order that the 
jumber of clerks may not be increased in conse- 
vence of the establishment of that department. 
ince that time there have been forty, or fifty, or 
axty clerks added to the other departments. Now, 
ifwe are to get clerks from the other departments 
torender services that are necessary in the De- 
rtment of the Interior, it will become necessary to 
rovide for more clerks in the other departments. 


vis 1 


This seemed to me to be an idle proviso, entirely | 


so. Congress had better provide for clerks in that 
department at once than provide for the Execu- 
tive transferring them from the other departments. 
The amount I have named in the amendment is 
the amount which was estimated by the depart- 


ment. [ask that the amendment may be adopted, | 


so as to give to that department the necesgary num- 
ber of clerks to carry on its business. 

It has been said that it was suggested, when 
the bill providing for the creation of that depart- 
ment was passed, that it would cause no expense. 
Who ever supposed fora moment, that any one 
ofthe departments of the Government could be 
arried on without expense, without clerks, with- 
out books, without fuel, without the ordinary 
and necessary means of carrying on its business? 
There is a very large amount of business thrown 
upon that department. It is more burdened, per- 
haps, than any other department of the Govern- 
ment, except the Treasury. It is provided with 
very little means of carrying on its business. I 
understand that recently the head of that depart- 
ment,.Mr. McKennan, applied to the other de- 
partments to know if they could furnish any clerks 
toaid him in carrying on his business. ‘They re- 
ported that they could not spare any; and | am 
satisfied they could not spare nim any, unless 
Congress should give them more clerks. I think 
there is a letter to that effect from Mr. McKennan, 
the late head of that department, in possession of 
thechairman of the Committee on Finance. 
hope that the Senate will make the necessary ap- 
propriation, and let that department be directly 
accountable to Congress for its clerks, and for the 
use it makes of them, instead of getting its clerks 
from the other departments through the President. 
_ Mr. DICKINSON. When the bill establish- 
ing the department was hurried through on the 
last day of the last session, it was put upon the 
ground that it would require no new force except 
the new Cabinet minister and his chief clerk. It 
was said that the proper force would be trans- 
ferred in rtion to the business; that it was 
merely a division of labor; and that instead of re- 
quiring an increased force, the reverse would be 
_ thecase. We who opposed the creation of that de- 
partment rested our opposition upon the ground that 
it would require, among other things, a great and 
increased corps of clerical force. That was denied. 
When we came again, the first thing we 
found was that this department was in such a 
condition that it was necessary to employ clerks 
in addition to the force which was transferred, 
without authority of law. They did eo; and Con- 
gress sanctioned it and allowed them five clerks 
in the deficiency bill. In that deficiency bill a pro- 
vision was after allowing these clerks, that 
b tyry-w the clerks tt be transferred from 

e other departments of the Government in pro- 
portion Lo the business transferred. If the whole 









1 | 


| if they could be permitted to employ their own 





matter has changed; if this department makes 
peaptiany of pusieg, Wage lake tea were, ie 
ings w y were, in- 

cont actions ditional force for a department | 
which has proved itself worse than useless for the 
= for which it was established—taking 
from the other departments. 

It is trué that the Secretary of the Interior, as || 
was stated by the Senator from Ohio, has very | 
recently addressed a letter to the Committee on | 
Finance asking for additignal force, eight or ten 
more clerks, and saying that he had called upon 
the other departments for clerks, and they said 
they none to spare. I have looked into this mat- 
‘ter of clerkships with some lityle care. 1 started in 
my position as chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, determined if possible to award the number 
of clerks the various departments should ask for, 








clerkship. I have satisfied myself, however, that 
the more you grant the more you have to grant. I || 
have not contented myself with theory and specu- 
lation on the subject of reform; but | have been to 
the departments, and have conversed with the heads 





They told me what the great difficulty is. I do || 
not suppose it is applicable to any particular Ad- || 
ministration. I do not say it is. 


incompetent. The heads of bureaus tell me that 


clerks, and employ none but competent men, and || 


what it now is. 
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] Not 
|| pose 
‘|| Mr. DICKINSON. 
| sent to a night session of the Senate if I can avoid 
and not be supposed to stand upon a matter of || it. 


Mr. DICKINSON. As to the great number of 
amendments that the Senator from Mississippi has 
to offer, | would say that this bill ought not to be 
kept back by miscellaneous items. Let us sit an 
hour longer now. If we do not, we shal! have to 
sit at night hereafter. 

Mr. FOOTE. The amendments which I pro- 
pose to offer are not miscellaneous ones, but such 
as we shall necessarily be compelled to debate in 
connection with our diplomatic affairs. I am wili- 


|| ing to\come back here after dark and sit till mid- 
|| might. 


And I would inquire of the Chair whether 
a motion to take a recess would be in order? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Beit.) 
—_ the pending motion shal! have been dis- 
of. 


[, for one, will never con- 


I have seen night sessions of the Senate on 


| appropriation bills, and I will not vote for them. 


r. FOOTE. In my opinion, hasty legislation 


| is much more mischievous than a night session 
| would be. 


The motion to postpone the further considera- 


of these bureaus where the clerks are employed. || tion of the bill until Monday, at eleven o'clock, 
| was agreed to. 


Mr. FOOTE. I move that we take a recess 


I do not believe || until seven o’clock. Gentlemen talk about dili- 
itis. But they tell me that the difficulty is this: || gence and industry, and great anxiety to serve the 
They have men forced upon them that are utterly || public. I wish to test them; | wish to see if they 

| are prepared to come here and work this evening 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. We might 
come here this evening and dispose of some of the 


then retain them when they got them learned, they || vast massof Executive business on our hands. We 
could reduce their clerical force one fourth from || might come here this evening and commit Execu- 
And | have not the least doubt || tive messages to the appropriate committees. 


I 


of it. They say that members of Congress come || I hope, therefore, we will meet this evening, and 


| and bring their friends from the country,—men | 
who have rendered political service, | suppose, | 
and insist upon having them forced upon the de- | 
partment. ‘They bring too much force in the shape | 
| of Senators and Members for human nature to | 
bear, and the Secretary gives way, and orders the | 
head of a bureau to give this man a place; and then 
itisgiven. They say that not only are these men 
| incompetent for clerkships, but they are incompe- || 
tent for any purpose whatever, not acquainted with | 
any business, not acquainted with the duties of a 
clerk. It often takes one good clerk all his time to 
teach some of these inexperienced men. 

I will content myself for the present with refu- 
sing any additional clerical force. 


I am satisfied | 





that this reform must begin. The fault is caused | 


I believe it is time a. reform should commence. 
| Acting upon that principle, 1 am opposed to in- | 
creasing the number of clerks, for it will go on | 
from bad to worse, until the abuse becomes un- 
bearable. Congress sits again in sixty days. They 
can then move in this reform, 

Mr: BADGER. I think it is very obvious that 
we cannot get through this bill to-night. There 
are at least fifteen or sixteen amendments still to 
be proposed. It is absolutely necessary that we 





minutes, to dispose of the Executive messages now | 
lying on the table. Under these circumstances, | 
move to postpone the further consideration of this 


| bill until eleven o’clock on Merday. As the Sen- | 


ate sits at ten on that day, we ac commence this | 
bill at eleven. 

Mr. FOOTE. I am satisfied that the Senate | 
cannot get through this bill this evening. | am 
imstructed to offer some eight or ten amendments | 

| by the Committee on ——— Relations, which | 
have also been sanctioned by the Housecommittee. 
I know they will necessarily occupy one of two 
hours discussion. I am, therefore, decidedly in 
favor of the motion just made by the Senator fram 
North Carolina. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Wecan sit an hour longer, | 
and get through this bill. If we adjourn now, we | 
shall have to sit hours hereafter late at night, from | 
which the = Treasury will suffer amazi 
and the public business be left unfinished. 

Mr. FOOTE. i would suggest the 
taking a recess. Let ns eat dinner, a 
back and work till midnight. . 

Mr. DICKINSON, On, no! That will notdo. 

Mr. CASS. It seems to me that there is a dis- 

ition not to get throagh with the public busi- 
ooon Why can we not come here to night and 
work on this bill? 





priety of 


’ 


in a great degree by members of Congress and || 
| others forcing their friends upon the departments, | 


setts, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 


devote it to the consideration of Executive business. 

_Mr. HAMLIN. LI hope the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi will allow me to submit a motion that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business. 


Mr. FOOTE. 


I cannot withdraw the’ motion. 


| I think we ought to devote as much of the time we 
|| have left as we can to the public business. Let 


us take a recess till seven o’clock. We can then 
proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- 


_ Mr. HAMLIN. If do not ask the Senate to go 
into Executive session for the purpose of taking 


|| up any time. There are cases upon which we can 


act in a very few minutes, which will very much 
facilitate the action of committees, 
Mr. DAWSON moved that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. FOOTE called for the yeas and nays on the 


|| motion; and they were ordered. 


‘The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the motion, resulted— 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Benton, Bright, Chase, Clarke, 
Cooper, Dawson, Dayton, Hunter, King, Mason, Rusk, 


|} Shie'ds, Sturgeon, Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—17. 


NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Cass, Davis of Maseachn- 
Dodge of Wiseonsin, 


| Dodge of Iowa, las, Downs, Ewing, Feich, Foote, 
Greene, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Morton, Sebas- 
tian, Seward, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Underwood, Wales, 


d Winth 27. 
should have an Executive session for a few || and Winthrop? 


So the motion to adjourn did not prevail. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Will not a motion to proceed 
to the consideration of Executive businéss take 
precedence of the motion to take a recess? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Beni.) 
Notatall. The motion first made takes prece- 
| dence. 

Mr. BADGER. In order to settle the matter, I 
| move to lay the motion-to take a recess on the 





table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, and after some tine spent therein, the doora 





i 
| 
| 


ngly, 


then come 


were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, September 23, 1850. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved, 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WALDO asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the, following resolution, 
which was read for is formation: 

Resolved, ‘That the severai committees may make adverge 
reports upon any subject considered by them, by handing 

reports to the Clerk, who shall enter the same on the 
“ , and said reports shall be laid upon the table and 
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Objection having been made, the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. BOWLIN asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. BURT rose, he said, to a point of order. 
He desired to be informed whether there was not | 
a motion pending that the House resolve itself | 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union? 

The SPEAKER said, there was such a motion | 
pending, and that no other motion was now in | 
pea except by the unanimous consent of the | 

douse. 

Mr. BOWLIN. [I hope thet my resolution may | 
be read for information. 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That hereafter, until the end of the session, the || 
House stall meet at ter o'clock a, m., and that one hour 
shall be appropriated for the call of committees until they 
are called through ; and that no speech shall be made longer 
than five minutes; nor shall a motion to suspend this orcer 


| 


be made. 


Mr. BAYLY. I object. 


Sq, the resolution was not received. 
The question then recurred on the motion that | 
the Huuse resolve itself into Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, and the vote || 


stood—ayes 85, noes 40 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
So the House resolved itself into Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Disney || 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of || 


the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- | 
vice for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1851. | 
The state of the question was this: 


Mr. Jones had heretofore offered the following || 


amendment: 

“ Provided, That from and after the passage of this act, flog- 
ging in the navy be aud hereby is abolished.” 

On the motion of Mr. Sranry, the above was 
amended by adding the following, viz: 

“Except in cases where courts-mattial are held, and the | 
sentonce shall not be carried into effect until twenty-four | 
hours atter the judgment,” 

On the motion of Mr. Evans, of Maryland, the | 
above was amended by adding the following, viz: 

“ Provided, further, That the tiquor ration in the navy be, | 
and the same is hereby, abolished, and that five cents per 
day be allowed each seaman in lieu thereof.” 


Mr. VENABLE had moved to amend the 
amendment by adding thereto the following: 
+ And provided, also, That neither wine nor ardent spirits 
shall be used by the officers on board ship, whilst in actual 
service, except as medicine.” 
And the question was on agreeing to the amend- | 
ment to the amendment. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, (to the Chairman.) | 
Is it now in order to offer an amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN said, no amendment was || 


now in order, 

Mr. BAYLY called for tellers on the amend- | 
ment to the amendment, 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Fow er and | 
VENABLE were appointed. 

Mr. BOWLIN, What are we voting upon? 

The CHAIR stated the question. 

Mr. VENABLE called for the reading of the || 
amendment to the amendment; which was again | 
read. : 

And _ the question having been then taken, the | 
vote stood—nyes 82, noes 43. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed | 


to. {| 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend | 
the amendment by inserting the words following: | 


* To be administered underahe direction of the ship sur- 
geon,”? 


He referred to a proposition he had made to in- | 


troduce a commutation of five cents, in lieu of the | 
spirit ration. The gentleman from Virginia had | 
argued against this proposition plausibly, as he | 
argues on every subject. The use of liquor had | 
been almost entirely abolished in our merchant 

service. Inthe British Parliament, the question 

had been raisedin the House of Commons as to | 
the cause of the superiority of our merchant ves- | 
seis, and of those engaged in our whaling service, | 
which bad enabled us almost to monopolize these | 
branches of trade, and to exclude the vessels of | 
other mations. An investigation of the subject | 
was gone into, as may be seen by reference to the | 
committee reports in the library of Congress, and | 
the inevitable conclusion was, that it was chiefly | 
owing to the disuse of ardent spirits in our mer- | 
chant and whaling vessels. Now, it was an in- | 
disputable fact, that in the whaling vessels of | 


} ment, 


the United States, which have been the most 
| successful fishers in the world, and have, in fact, 
| monopolized the whole of the whale fisheries, and 
| driven the vessels of many other nations from the 
| fishing grounds, not a drop of liquor is ever al- 
' lowed. Insurance is effected at lower rates upon 

vessels not carrying liquor, and the supreme court 

of New York had decided, that to carry liquor for 
| use on ships so insured, was a violation of the policy. 


In consequence, the use of liquor in the merchant 

service of the United States has been almost en- 
| tirely discontinued, and, on this account, our mer- 
| chant sailors are regarded as superior to all others. 
| One effect of this disuse of liquor in our merchant 
| vessels is, that men of loose and dissipated habits 
| are in the way of leaving that service, and going 
/on board our vessels of war for the purpose of 
| having their allowance of grog. They cannot get 
| liquor in the vessels of our commercial marine, and 
so they get on board our ships of war to obtain it. 
It is the general remark, that when such sailors go 
ashore, and are free from restraints, they indulge 
to excess. Thus in foreign ports these men have 
often become so drunk that it has been with diffi- 
culty that they were got on board. At the port of 
Mahon, there have been instances of this sort, and 
some of our sailors have been killed there. 


|| ‘The gentleman from Virginia was perhaps cor- 


| rect in his theory. If men are excluded from taking 
| their liquor in public, they may be driven to in- 
He (Mr. E.) did not wish by 
| any arbitrary act of legislation to stop the spirit 
| ration, but he thought it ought to accompany the 
| abolition of flogging, which he did not oppose for 
| any reason at present, except the want of informa- 
| tion of the effect of such abolition. Show him 
| (Mr. E. that it could safely be done, and he would 


| dulge in private. 


|| cheerfully give his aid for its abolition. He thought 


| that the substitution of money, say from three to 

| five cents, would he acceptable to our seamen gen- 

erally. He was willing to commute by substitu- 
ting five cents in lieu of the spirit ration. 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Evans] bas replied to some remarks of mine, 
and J should very much like to rejoin. But I 
seize an opportunity when | desire to speak to 


'| refrain from doing so, and to make an earnest 
|| but respectful appeal to the committee to indulge 
|| in as little debate as possible on this bill. 


The 


|| army appropriation bill has got to be acted upon. 


The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill will 
come back to this House from the Senate with 
more than a hundred amendments; and unless we 


‘| refrain from debate, it will be impossible to get 


through the public business in the short time that 


|| is left to us. 
Mr. FOWLER, (to the Chair.) Is it in order | 


to submit a remark? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

The reading of the amendment to the amend- 
ment was called for, and it was again read. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 


| ment was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, (to the Chair.) 
Is the amendment susceptible of division ? 

The CHAIR was examining the amendment 
for the purpose of answering the question, when— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he 
would move a substitute for the whole amend- 
He moved to insert, in lieu of the amend- 
ment as amended, the words “ Provided, That 
from and after the passage of this act, flogging is 


| hefeby abolished in the Navy of the United 


States.”’ x 

Mr. FOWLER, (to the Chair.) Is it in order 
to move to amend the substitute? 

The CHAIR. It is not. 

The question was then stated to be on the amend- 
ment of Mr. THompson to the amendment, 

Mr. HIBBARD rose to a point of order. 

The CHAIR said he could not hear the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. HIBBARD eaid his point of order was, 
that after the committee had adopted certain 
amendments, it was not in order to strike them 
out. 

The CHAIR said, the Chair overrules the point 
of order. : 

Mr. THOMPSON said the committee had yet 

ted nothing. He was in favor of the abolition 
of flogging in the navy, but he was ir favor of 
allowing the grog; and he had offered his amend- 
ment as a substitute for the whole proposition. 





| with the navy of the United States. 


| opposed to the amendment. 
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~~ 


Mr. FOWLER requested Mr. 
modify hit-emendment, by pehelling ee 
abolition of the ration. OF the 

Mr. THOM declined to do so, 1 
he said, in favor of that ration. : 

Mr. JOHN A. KING inquired of the Che: 
what the q ‘before the committee was; 

The CHAIR explained that it was op 
amendment of the gentleman from Missin the 
[Mr. ce) ‘PP, 

Some time ela in the effort of ; 
restore order in the committee. the Chair wo 

Mr. JOHN A. KING desired to be info 
what the somes from Mississippi (Mr, Taos 
son] pro as a substitute, if the puni 
soates wae abolished? a ee 

Mr. TH SON said, he did not 
substitute. tl Propose anp 

Mr. JOHN A. KING said: Mr. Chairman I 
am opposed to the amendment, and’ wil brief 
state why J cannot yet give my vote for the sy 
pression of a punishment wiich has hitherto been 
deemed essential to the discipline of the navy. It 
is not that I am sensible of any deficiency jn those 
feelings of humanity which belong in common jp 
every man, nor from a false estimate of the har 
character and noble properties of the American 
sailor. But simply that, until a substitute can by 
found which will be equally effective in the Opin. 
ion of those to whom the honor of our flag and 
the safety of our national vessels are confided, { 
think it would be unsafe, without any request a 
report from the Secretary of. the Navy, or the ex. 
pression of any opinion of the officers of the navy 
who, as a class, are as humane as they are brave. 
to abolish a punishment which has been coeval 
; I desire, if 
such a substitute can be found, and I trust it may, 
that not a moment’s delay should occur in jx 
adoption. Upon that ground, and that only, am | 
The character and 
habits of a sailor are as different from those of g 
landsman, as are the service and employment in 
which they are engaged. His whole energy and 
obedience are required upon the instant in mo- 
ments of peril, and in the stern duties of battle, 
No hesitation or refusal can be tolePated—for on 
his prompt and implicit obedience may depend 
the safety of the vessel and the honor of the flag, 
And as no other punishment has yet been discor- 
ered which gives so effectual a support to the com- 
mand of the officer, as the knowledge of his right 
and power to inflict immediate punishment for 
hesitation or refusal, | am unwilling to vote for 
this amendment. Old sailors are rarely punished, 
but would have to perform the hardest and most 
exposed service of a ship-of-war, if the lazy or 
skulking men did not know that instant punish- 
ment would follow upon the first act of disobe- 
dience or mutiny. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, raised the point, 
that the amendment was not in order, (on what 
grounds was not understood by the Reporter.) 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Tellers were asked and ordered on the amend- 
ment, and Messrs. Corwin and Wipnrick were 
appointed. 

he question was taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 88, noes 42. 

So the an endment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 
‘The question recurring on agreeing to the amend- 
ment as amended, was taken by tellers, Messrs. 
Hatioway and Fucver, and decided in the affirm- 
ative—ayes 89, noes 31. ° 

So the amendment as amended was agreed (0. 

Mr. STANTON of Tennessee, offered the fo- 
lowing amendment: 
cece tae ol Se omen tro 

mmediate! t enter in 

tract with Iaregn Bryan, of Al - eo George Nicholas 
Saunders, of New York, and their associates, for the build- 
i maintenance of three steamship: © 


the following terms and conditions, to wit: 

The said ships to be each of not less than four thousand 
tons burden, to be so constructed as to be convertible, al (he 
least possible expense, into war steamers of the first class, 
and to be built and equipped in accordance with plans (0 be 
submitted to and by the Secretary of the Navy, 




























as may not be inconsistent with the provis- 
a Lf and aicainy to have the power to direet, 
of expense of the Government, such changes in the 
‘gery and internal arrangements of the ships as be may 
- time deem advisable. 
of said ships to be commanded by an officer of the 
pete with four passed migshipmen to act as watch 
*andany mail agents who may be sent by the Gov- 
'. shall be accomm and provided for in a man- 
able to their rank at the expense of the contractors. 
od dships, if required by the Seeretary, shall receive 
in heavy calibre, and the men from the United 
Navy necessary to serve them, who shall be provided 
ae id. In the eventof war the Government to 
a right to take any or all of said ships for its own 
bare ‘ge use on payment of the value thereof; such value 
i me coeding the cost, to be ascertained by appraisers, 
ee py the Secretary of the Navy and the contractors. 
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. » of said ships to make four voyages per annum: one 
‘of 7 New ‘Orleans every three months; one shall 
e Baltimore every three months, touching at Norfolk 
ny Charleston ; and one shall leave New York every three 
wi ys, wuching al Savannah ; all having liberty to touch 
ofthe West Iadia Islands; and to proceed thence to 
It as touching at any of the islands or ports on the coast 
fly a africa thence to Gibraltar, carrying the Mediterranean 
Ip ‘is; and back to the place of departure, bringing and 
en pon the mails to and from said ports. 
| The said contractors shall further agree to carry to Liberia 
t many emigrants, being free persons of color, and not ex- 
Se ving twenty-five hundred tor each voyage, as the Amer- 
to ia Colonization Society may require, upon the prepayment 
| hy said Society of ten dollars fer each emigrant over twelve 
y “cof age, and five dollars foreach one under that age; 
an ‘pose sums, respectively, to include all charges for the bag- 
be of emigrants and the daily supply of sailors’ rations. 
Ne Fer contractors, also, to carry, bring back,and accommo- 
nd due, free from charge, all necessary agents of the said So- 
tl “The Secretary of the Navy shall further stipulate to ad- 
or vance to said contractors, as the building of said ships shall 
Xt. pengress, two thirds of the amount expended thereon; such 
sivances to be made in the bonds of the United States, 
y payable thirty years after date} and bearing five per cent. in- 
é terest, and not to exceed six hundred thousand dollars for 
al ech ship; the said bonds to beissued by the President 
if when required by the Seerctary. And the said contractors 
shall stipulate to repay the said advances in equal annual in- 
f salments, with interest from the date of the completion of 
is ali said ships, until the termination of the contract, which 
I shull continue fiteen years from the commencement of the 
d service. The Secretary of the Navy to require ample secu- 


rity for the faithful performance of the contract, and to re- 
a serve alien upon the ships for the sums advanced. The 
n Government to pay the said contractors forty thousand dol- 
d lars for each trip, or four buudred and eighty thousand dollars 
= per annum. : 
' And the President is hereby authorized to take such steps 
a may be required hy existing treaties, to absolve the United 
A States from the obligation to maintain a naval force on the 
d ® coast of Africa; and he is further authorized to withdraw 
the African squadron when the same can be legally done, 
after the service by the said steamers shall have com- 
menced. 


Mr. MARSHALL said he wished to offer an 
amendment in the form of a proviso, (which is 
ublished at a subsequent stage of the proceed- 
ings,) relating to the mail steamers, and he made 
p the point of order, that he had the right to offer 
this amendment before that of the gentleman from 
Tennessee was acted upon. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- 
der—stating, that as the gentleman from Tenneasee 
had first addressed the Chair, his amendment was 
first in order, but that the action of the committee 
upon that amendment, either for or against, would 
not preclude the gentleman from Kentucky from 
offering his amendment. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. MAR- 
SHALL and the Chairman on this point, 

Mr. MARSHALL appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 
| The question, * Shall the decision of the Chair 

stand as the judgment of the House ?’’ was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Sranron— 

Mr. JONES rose to a question of order, and 
submitted that the amendment was out of order 
on three grounds: first, (under the eighty-first 
rule,) because it was not necessary to carry on any 
work heretofore commenced by the Government, 

: hor was there any law authorizing the establish- 


: ment of this ** Ebony line” of steamers; second, 


that it was irrelevant; and third, that the amend- 


ment contained substantially the provisions of a 


Be before the House. 


order was debatable. 
TheCHAIRMAN 


| 
was so much confusion in the Hall it was i 
| 
: 


a for the Chair to hear one half of what was 


rule: 









or be in order as an amendment 
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- McCLERNAND inquired if this point of 











ested the gentleman from 
ennessee to state erpoiat pute aid said there 





nl: JONES called for the reading of the eighty- 
“No appropriation shail be in such 
Propriation bills, reported general ap- 







for any expenditure net previously authorized by law, un- 
less in continuauon of appre for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, and for the coutin- 
gencies for carrying on the several departments of the Gov- 
ernment.” 

He repeated the grounds of his point of order 
given above. > 

Mt. STANTON. In order that the facts may 
be ascertained, [ ask the Chairman to look at the 


tion of the amendment as a modification of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia. 

The point of order made by the honorable mem- 
ber affords the most satisfactory evidence of the 
pradence and propriety of my amendment. The 
gentieman admits that the legal effect of his pron- 
osition, as adopted, is to ratify and confirm the ects 
of the contractors, and to adopt all that hae been 
amendment | have offered, and he will see that ite done by them up to this date. If departures have 
provisions are materially different from those of || been made, it sanctions those deparwres by an act 
the bill 1 had the honor to report some time since. || of Congress, although in direct opposition to the 
The amendment incorporates a provision for the ] Secretary of the Navy. It 1s this reaching a point 
withdrawal of the African squadron; and also pro- || by foree of implication, to which | am opposed. 
vides that the vessels shall not touch at London, 
France, or Spain. 


















| It is an unsafe way of conducting legisiauon. if 
|} we intend to ratify all that the contractors have 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- ] done, and to overlook all they have omitted to do, 
der. || let us say so directly by the language of the act. 
Mr. JONES. I wish to know if the Chairman || My amendment is based upon my estimate of the 
overrules it upon all three grounds? || legal conclusion from the verbiage of the law aru 
Mr. McCLERNAND asked for the reading of | now siands, and | am opposed to the adoption of that 
the fifty-fifth rule, upon which (he said) one of the || conclusion. The inducement to this Government 
points made by the gentleman from Tennessee was | to enter into these contracts was, that a certain 
based: || number of steamers should be built, convertible 
«No motion or proposition on a subject different from \\ at the will of the Government into war steamers, 


that under consideration shall be admitted under color of || and that they should be built ina manner and time 

eee No bill or resolution shall at any time be || syited to the views of the Nav Department. 

amended by annexing thereto, or incorporating therewith, || : , 

any other bill or resolution pending before the House.”’ 1] Has thie duty been performed ? F not, has the 
| 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I have nothing further 1 reemer et 
to say. 1] ' 


‘ ; ‘ | Mr. Chairman, lam not inimical to the increase 
The CHAIRMAN (in reply to the inquiry of } of steamers for naval use, in case of emergency, 


Mr. Jownzs) again stated that he overruled the || ang am not influenced by a desire to oppress any- 
points of order presgpied. Whatever construc- || 


; ; ea | body; but, sir, it is essential that the legislation 
h ; » Sir, | g 
an the Chae might individually place upon th | upon thowe subjects which touch the. prterahi 
niland the Che beetaiiath of thi cau eth | we have entered into shall be sedulousiy guarded, 
anh = whi he "4 cals a fe a - * h > a | if we would protect the trne interests of the Gov- 
Hi a ae ie aes vbasae ‘de e..9 hich ,o ‘ernment. Now, we know that there is not a single 
“efrated Gab ed seth Aamo Son WHICH Ne || veasel afloat under these contracts, built according 
* M BURT I Aesire ‘ ae “4 ti for th | to the terms of the contract. The contracts spect- 
isfoesiation of the snieniltes Pere of | Sad: the nemnlen. te Sainetenne Meneneannns ep 
Gis: iste thine, whether ae etl banat neither have the ships been built as required, aor 
Ret punt eaateieiy clined Linde sunetdiint Wel | does the tonnage agree with the specifications of the 
aan a || contracts. ‘These modifications may be all right. 
re ae a comactine propositions con: || Ido not make u point on any one, for really eo 
eT, CHAIR "The Ch, soa t advised many modifications have been made that it ia dith- 
M - JONES called f ce oer Se eer cuit to understand the exflct condition of these 
Tellers thine pee, a) lll eae Conwm and || comiracts. But before we legalize all departures 
s és se inted Sated || from the contracts, will it not be pradent to look 
*And We qnapeor Shall the decision of the || Into the condition of the performance of the stipu- 
Choate chan na thé A tale SP thé comiition lations with more scrutiny than has been devoted 
hen tak J d th ; d 39 to them by Congress? The amendment | propose 
_— 31. aken, aud the vole stood—ayes 8, || does not stop the payment of money. It merely 
So ‘ho'dedision of the Chai 4 keeps the contracts in their present status, aud 
re d h Tad . 0a #6 Os "he ke f ¢ || negatives the implication which will arise from the 
- nd the amendment was ruled to be out of or- || act as it now stands. 
; Mr. McCLERNAND desired to be informed 
Mr. MARSHALL offered the following amend- || by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Barty,] 
ment, to come in after the amendment abolishing | whether his intention was to legalize the violation 
flogging in the navy, viz: } of contract which had taken place ? 
“ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- | Mr. BAYLY. it is not only not our intention, 
strued as a confirmation or ratification of any departure || but our amendment will have no such effect 
from the original contracts for building said steamers and . ca 
transporting the mails, which has occurred heretofore, with- | | Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved to amend 
out the sanction of the Secretary of the Navy.” |, the amendment, by adding the fuillowing: 
The amendment having been read— i} «6 Provided, further, The Becretary shall repert to tie next 
Mr. STRONG called for the reading of the || session of Congress what departures from the contraes have 


: : . '| been made, showing which were with, and which without 
ponesen of the bill, as it would read if thus the sanction of the a Department, and also, report each 
amen ’ 


bh d omission, Or failure, to carry the mail according Ww the terme 
The paragraph was read. \| of the contract.” 

Mr. BAYLY rose to a point of order. He || Mr. McL, said, he did not concur with gentle- 
submitted that the amefidment proposed to restore | man who had expressed a radical opposition ,to 
a proviso which had already been stricken out, | all connection between the Government and lines 
and for which a substitute had been inserted. It || of steamers engaged in commercial enterprises. 
was Virtually a motion to reconsider in committee | Such enterprises, if properly placed and properly 
that which had beer done in the House; which, | regulated, might be important auxiliaries to the mil- 
under the rules of the Elouse, was notin order. __ itary and naval defences, but if permitted mndieerimi- 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order. nately and without control, and without regard to 

Mr. MARSHALL, in explanation, said, that on } the miliary powers and necessities of the Govern- 
Saturday, when the chairman of the Committee of | ment, they would be very apt to become mere com- 
Ways and Means offered his amendment in lieu || mercial monopolies. In this aspect he wonld feel 
of the proviso commencing at the eightieth line of || bound to oppose them, as the Representative of a 
the bill, the committee adopted the views of the || commercial constiwency ; and charged, to some ex- 
gentleman, and immediately passed to the con- '| tent, in this House, with the.commercial interests 
sideration of a new subject. Some member had || of the country, he desired full information in re- 
been so Se to obtain rt cee a a 9 | ae ——e a ae A 
man, and p , 884 proviso amendment | portant modifications of the con n 
of the gentleman from Virginia, se 5 mmc of | made in all the lines—some necessary and proper, 

.) 


flogging in the navy. He (Mr. considered | some altogether unnecessary, some sanctioned and 
the introduction of that addition as very mal-ap- || some unsanctioned by the Government. This whole 

to the clause concerning the mail steamers; || subject should be fully understood. He would not 
Coe he had waited patiently, until the discipline of || submit to any partiality of action by the Govern- 
the navy was settled and the temperance reform || ment, or to any material neglect of duty by the 
was adjusted, to return to the subject of the steam- || contractor#® Let this system be conducted on prin- 
ers at the Government contracts. it seemed to || ciples which can receive the sanction of this 
him (Mr. M.) that prudence suggested the addi- | House, and it might prosper; but if it were to 
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degenerate into a mere commercial monopoly, 
depending upon the favor and partiality of the 
Government, it would become odious to the coun- 
try, and particularly injurious to our people en- 
gaged in commerce, not meee the favor of 
the Government. These lines of steamers when 
established, to meet similar lines established by 
foreign countries, of a class and character more 
expensive than ships designed only for commercial 
pu , Were indispensable. The same might be 
said of certain routes and lines, when such service 
would supply the presence ofa naval force. It was 
in this spirit, as connected with the naval and mili- 
tary power, that the system was originated; and 
if tt cannot be maintained in the same spirit, he 
said he would feel compelled to oppose it. 

Mr. MARSHALL accepted the amendment 
of Mr. McLane as a modification of his own 
proposition. 

Mr. BAYLY said, it was not his intention to 
violate the suggestion which he had this morning 
made to the committee in regard to the necessity 
of refraining from much debate; but the remarks 
of the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Marswatv} 
had rendered it indispensable that he (Mr. B.) 
should say a word. The amendment went to an- 
nul the contract where there had been any viola- 
tion of it. Every man knew that he (Mr. B.) had 
invariably opposed these lines; but after Congress 
had sanctioned them—after the contracts had been 
made—he, for one, was not willing to come in 
here and avail himself of a mere technical depart- 
ure from the contract, to get clear of it. There 
never was a contract of this kind in the world that 
was strictly complied with, and it could not be. 
Most of the variations from the contract had been 
advantageous to the Government. Should it, then, 
avail itself of a mere slight departure from the con- 
tract to get clear of it? or would any man in pri- 
vate life demean himself in this manner? 

Mr. MARSHALL interposed with a brief ex- 
planation of his amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. Our amendment sanctioned noth- 
ing. tt only restricts them. It leaves the contract 
just as it is. If there, is any violation of it, our 
amendment does not s&nction it. The whole sum 
and substance of our amendment is, that payment 
shall only be made in proportion to the services 
rendered. Can the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Marsmact,] as.a sound lawyer, say that this 
sanctions a departure from the contract? ~ 

Mr. FEATHERSTON calied for the reading of 
the amendment. 

The amendment, as modified, was read. 

Mr. MARSHALL called for tellers on the 
questian. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs Fow.er and 
La Sere were appointed. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded gentlemen of the 
necessity of voting, 80 as to secure a quorum. 

The question was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 76, noes 64. 

So the amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

“ Provided, That in lieu of the liquor ration in the navy, 
which is hereby abolished, five cents per day be paid to 
each sailor.” : 

The amendment having been read, 

Mr. EVANS asked for tellers on the question. 

Tellers were refused. 

Mr. McCLERNAND submitted to the Chair, 
whether the amendment was in order at this stage 
of the bill ? 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to be 
in order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND submitted that a similar 
proposition had already been voted down, and 
that therefore the amendment was not in order. 

Some conversation followed, and the chairman 
adhered to his decision that the amendment was in 


order. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked that the 
amendment might be again read; and it was read 
for information. 

Mr. HIBBARD inquired of the Chair whether 
it was in order to move an amendment to the 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. HIBBARD then moved to amend the 
emendment, by adding the ise heretofore of- 
fered by the repo ern: from North sn ena {[Mr. 
Vananie;) é. @. proviso stopping greg of 
the officers, as follows: 


« And provided, also, That neither wines nor ardent epir- 
ite shall pe used by the officers on shipboard, 
actual service, except as medicine.” 


whilst in 


Mr. McCLERNAND made the point of order, || 
that the amendment and the amendment to the 


amendment had heretofore been added to the bill, 
and that the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Tuomrson,]} striking them 


out, had been adopted. Was it in order to revive || 


an amendment which had thus been made, and | cla 


then stricken out? 


The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- || 


der. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to inquire of the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire, how many officers of 
the navy does he think willever be well at any one 
time if that amendment is adopted? (Laughter.) 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the gentleman from 


| The question was taken, and the 
was rej 


New Hampshire to accept, as a modification of his || 


own amendment, a proposition which he wished 


tleman’s proposition read: 


‘*.And provided, further, That not more than one dose of 
said medicine be taken on the same day.” 


Mr. HIBBARD declined to modify his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KAUFMAN then moved his proposition 
as an amendment to the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 


amendment as amended, angit was rejected. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

* Provided, That the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, be authorized to incorporate into 
the naval service of the United States the surviving officers 
of the late Texas navy who were duly commissioned and in 
the service of said Republic ai the tinte of its annexation to 
the United States: Provided, That the number of officers 
to be incorporated shall not exceed one captain, six lieuten- 
ants, and two masters in the line of promotion: And provided, 
further, That upon the death, resignation, or dismissal of 
any of the said officers, the vacancies thereby created shall 
not be filled.” 

He said it was not necessary that he should 
consume even the five minutes allowed him in sup- 
port of this proposition. He would only say that 
it was different from the proposition of this char- 
acter which had heretofore been offered and re- 
jected. It was confined to one captain, six lieuten- 
ants, and two masters, and excluded the surgeon 
and pursers, who stood on a different footing. 

The question was taken by tellers—(Messrs. 
FearuHerston, and Srevens of Pennsylvania, ) and 

| decided in the negative—ayes 56, noes 72. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. KERR moved the following amendment to 
the bill: 

« For a deficiency in the amount appropriated by the navy 
appropriation act of the last session for paying the unsatis- 
fied demands upon the fund for continuing the survey of 
the coast on the Gulf of Mexico, from Apalachicola bay to 
the Mississippi: $2,147 53, to be taken out of the balance 

| of the fund appropriated for that purpose by the act of the 

| third of March, 1841, and which has been carried to the 
credit of the surplus fund.”’ 

| Mr. KERR hoped that the committee would 

give to the amendment the consideration which its 

| propriety and justice demanded. One word would 
be sufficient to explain its object. Further legisla- 
tion was needed to give validity to claims under 
the act of last Congress for the naval appropria- 
tions. To pay the unsatisfied demands upon the 
fund for continuing the survey on the coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico from Apalachicola Bay to the 
Mississippi, $40,70 was voted at last session on 
an estimate furnished from the office of the Fourth 

| Auditor to the Secretary of the Navy. On an 
adjustment of the claims, it was found that the ag- 
gregate amount was $6,217 53 instead. of $4,076 
appropriated. Hence, (said Mr. K.,) a prorata 
payment only could be made. The amendment he 
now offered contemplated the payment of the as- 
eertained deficiency of $2,147 53. In May last 
the Secretary of the Navy recommended this pay- 
ment in a letter to the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. It has been ruled out of 
the civil and diplomatic bill as more appropriate 
to the naval bill, now in p 
mittee. In the absence a member of that 
committee, in whose hands the papers were, Mr. 


K. felt himself called upon to bring this subject | law ehould in fature 


before the com- | 
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im. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and reminded 
crationan Sei Maryland that no further remarks 
rejected. 6% 
Mr. HOLMES moved the following 
ment: 


** And thatin selecting midshipmen from the 
Secretary of the Navy, the resi e of the =< 


amend. 


ates by the 


Of an Officer 
| shall be construed to be in the State + father resi 
to offer. at the time of his eoalitioent to the ae resided 

Mr. HIBBARD said he would hear the gen- || 


He briefly explained that, the law re uiri 


that midshipmen should be appointed i md 


| States in which they actually reside—the object of 
the amendment was to give construction to the 
law in case of the sons at school of officers of ti. 


pes The officer being continually at sea lost hig 
en 


_ residence, and the son’s residence was a matter of 


| doubt, having been perhaps at various schools f 
| ; or 
_ several years. The amendment provided that th, 


| last place of residence of the father should be cog. 
The question recurred, and was taken on the || 


sidered the place of residence of the son. 
Mr. PEASLEE offered the following amend. 
| ment as a substitute for the amendment offered by 


Mr. Houmes: 7 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


“That no midshipman ir the navy shall be appoinies 
| from any congressional district having, at the time of a. 
a more than two officers of that grade in the navy 
| from such district, and whenever an appointment shail te 
| made from any State, the person so appointed shall be ay 
| actual resident of the congressional district from which the 
| appointment purports to be made: And provided, further 
| That such congressional district of any State as may tiot have 
| any mids — in the navy at the time an appointment 
may be made from said State, shall be entitled to at least one 
appointment before any other shall be made from any dis. 
trict of the State having one or more officers of that grade in 
the navy.”’ 


Mr. P. explained the object of his amendment, 
and said, that his sole purpose was to secure the 
_ fair apportionment of the officers of the navy 


| among the several congressional districts or differ- 


| ent parts of the Union so far as practicable, and 


this equal justice required as well as the best in- 


| terests of the navy. 


The whole number of midshipmen in the navy 


| how authorized by law is four hundred and sixty- 


four, and, consequently, if equally divided as near 
| as may be among the congressional districts, no 
| district would be entitled to more than two. | do 
not propose to increase that number, for it is al- 
ready, | think, too large, and yet I am aware the 
| addition of a few, so that two could be allowed 

each congressional district, would carry out more 
| perfectly the object I have in view. It will be 
| time enough, however, when the midshipmen shall 
| have been equalized so far as they can be with the 


| present number allowed by law, and by the amend- 


| 
} 
{ 


| 


’ 
? 


| 
| 
| 


| 


forward. One of his- constituents was interested ! 


as a claimant, having already received his pro rata 
part of the fand given by the bill of last session. 


| ment I now offer, to pass such other Jaws as justice, 


the wants of the country, and necessity shall de- 
mand. 

Prior to the passage of the law of the 4th of 
August, 1842, there was considered to be no restric- 
tion to the number of midshipmen, and they wert 
appointed (e ially during a part of the time 
of Mr. Tyler’s administration) without reference 
to number or States. In the year 1842, Congress 
interposed, and passed a law to check some of 
the abuses that had taken root, and limited the 
number to that which was in the service the firt 
of January, 1841, which was four hundred ani 
fifty one, and provided also that no more appoli 
ments should be made until the grade was reduced 
to that number: There was consequently no 4 
polstenente made from August, » until 

ummer of 1845, when the number, by deaths 
resignations, and i had Been reduced 0 
the prescribed limits. 


ee hemooets this reduction had folly sae 
place, course before any appoin 
could be made, Co , on the 3d of March, 
another Re on the subject, requiring 
that the number of midshipmen authorized 
be sividel 6 
near as may be, on States and Territo 
according to the nu of Representatives end 
Delegates in Congress, the District of Co! ambe 
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onsidered as a Territory in this behalf, and || the place, for every one knows with what eager- | 
were caher provided that the individual selected | ness these places are sought for; and any mem- || 
oi be an actual resident of the State from || ber, if he was aware of a vacancy in his district, | 
» the appointment purports to be made. | could readily presenf as many names as might be | 
qrthe time of the passage of this law, no pro- || desired to select from. 
ion among the States according to representa- The question being taken— 
pe jation, or any fair basis, having been The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
wor y required, one of the States, although || to; : 
Peald have been entitled to less than twenty And the amendment as amended was agreed to. | 
-, midshipmen by the law of 1845, equalizing The following item being under consideration: 
- among the States, had fifty three in the 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved the fol- 


“.. another, entitled to less than thirteen, had : 
| lowing amendment: 


teen; and the District of Columbia, entitled to 
oy oo than two, had sixteen—more than eight || 
cf ional districts would have been entitled 
», ¢a law similar to the amendment 1 propose 
jad prevailed. 

The law of 1845, although it proposed or re- 

ied that appointments should be made in refer- 
? to States, did not require that reference 
should be had to the congressional districts, and 
the consequence is, that while some of the districts 
have now four or five times the number they are 
entitled to on aby just and equal basis, other | 
districts in the same States have none, and proba- 
bly never have had, and may never have, unless 
the amendment 1 propose should be adopted, or 
















at Washington shail be adopted and used as the Almerican 


dian of Greenwich shall be adopted for all nautical pur- 
poses.” 
Mr. S. said, it would be recollected by those || 
entiemen who had paid any attention to the sub- 

| Ject, that at an early part of the session a contest || 
arose between various shipmasters and the officers | 
| engaged in the preparation of the nautical almanac, 


gress to decide upon what meridian this almanac 
| should be made. This amendment was a com- 
| promise proposition; it proposed that the nautical | 
1 part should be calculated by the meridian of Green- | 
some similar one carried, ; wich, and the astronomical part by the meridian 

twill be recollected, that according to the pres- | of Washington. It was satisfactory to all those 
ent number of a allowed by law, (viz: || gentlemen who had made objections to the resolu- 
44,) no congressional district would be enutled || tion originally reported by the committee. It was 
quite two, if they were equally proportioned || necessary, in order ae have the work go on, that | 
wong them; but two of the districts in the State | Congress determine the basis on which the ealcu- 
of Alabama have four each, and one has none. In || tations were to be made. ‘The amendment asked | 
Connecticut, one of the districts has five, and two || for no appropriation. He hoped it would be 
of them none; in Georgia, one district has five; adopted 
in Indiana, one has three, and two none; in Ken- 
weky, one has four and another three; in Maine, 
one has five, one three, and one none; in Massa- 
chusetts, one has five, and one three; in New 
Hampshire, one has five, and one none; in New 
Jersey, one has five; in New York, the four dis- 
tricts composing New York city have twenty-five; 
the district embracing the city of Albany has seven; 
another has four,and four of the districts im the 
Site have none; in North Carolina, one of the 
districts has five, and one none; in Ohio, one has 
seven, one has three, another four, and four have 
none; in Pennsylvania, four of the districts, em- 
bracing the city and county of Philadelphia, have 
seventeen, one has three, and two have none; in 
Rhode Island, one has four, and one none; in 
South Carolina, one has three; in Tennessee, one 
has five,and three havenone; in Texas, one has 
three, and one none; in Vermont, one has three. 
1 have alluded to only those districts in these 
States, where they have more than their propor- 
tion, or none. 

lt is to prevent this inequality from still continu- 
ing or becoming greater, that | propose this amend- 
ment, and it is necessary, by the construction now 
given to the law at the department, if we would 
accomplish that purpose. 

lam aware that the fourteenth section of the act || 
of August 3, 1848, requires that the number of 
midshipmen to which each State is entitled by the 
act of March 3, 1845, shall be apportioned, as 
nearly as practicable, equally among its several 
congressional districts; but it does not, in express 
lerms, require that the persons appointed should 
be actual residents of the district, although, by a 
reference to the law of 1845, which required a resi- 
dence within the State, it would seem to imply that 
actual residence within the district was intended. 








heard by the Reporter. 
| Mr. STANTON replied, Yes; everybody who | 

had any difficulty upon the subject is, so far as I | 
| know, satisfied. ‘ 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, was proceeding to | 
say afew words in favor of the amendment, when | 
| he was called to order by the Chairman. 

The question being on agreeing to the amend- | 
ment, a 


Bay y, and Evans of Ohio, were appointed, 

The question on the amendment of Mr. Sran- 
TON was then taken. 

The affirmative vote was 74; and the Chair, an- 
nouncing that the negative vote was given up, said 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS, af Peadevitiiiia, said that he 
had called for a count of the negative. 

The CHAIR had not heard the call; and some 
conversation followed between Mr. Srevens and 
the Chair. 





agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he had an- 
other amendment, which he desired to offer. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


“Bor the pay of the superintendent of the Nautical Ai- 
manac, who shall be a captain, commander, or lieutenant 


ary per annum of said superintendent. And the provision 
in the act entitled ‘An act making eee for the 
naval service for the year ending the thirtieth Of June, one 
thousand eight hundred asf fifty,’ which is in these words, 
viz: ‘That a competent officer of the navy, not below the 
grade of lieutenant, be charged with the duty of preparing 





thousand dollars from and after the period he entered upon 
the discharge of said duty.”’ 
The amendment having been read— 
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meridian for all astronomical purposes, and that the meri- || 


|| longed to the Democratic party 
| tion be settled between his constituents and the 


Mr. HOLMES said a word, which was not 1 
| 


Tellers were asked, and ordered; aud Messrs. || 


The amendment was declared to have been | 


in the navy, three thousand dollars, which sitll be the sal- | | 


| the Nautical Almanac for publication,’ shall be construed to |) 
authorize said navy officer to receive the salary of three || 
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Sranrox] should have felt himseif called upon to 
offer an amendment of this character, But he 
(Mr. McM.) thought that the committee should ® 
set its face against all such propositions. If the 
salary of this gentleman was not sufficient, let him 
resign. His (Mr. McM.’s) word for it, plenty of 
competent men would be found ready to take it, 
He referred to the distinctions which existed, and 
which were constantly wing wider, between 
the compensation ailowed to public officers under 


« Por Preparing for publication the American Nautical } the State and Federal Governments. The time 
ice; another, entitled to only eleven, had twenty |) Almanac, $12,850." || was rapidly approaching when the people would 


| come up in their strength, and would insist that 


| the money from the public Treasury should not 
“ Provided, That hereafter the meridian ofthe Observatory || be lavished in this way. He felt mortified that a 


proposition of this nature should have come from 
a gentleman belonging to the same party as him- 
self. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, interposing, 





| said that the gentleman might save himself any 


mortification on his (Mr. S.’s) account, as he did 
not profess to belong to the party to which that 
gentleman belonged.. He (Mr. 8.) should be 


and it became a question of importance for Con- || ashamed to belong to it. 
| Mr. McMULLEN said, that if, by using the 


term ‘*ashamed,”’ the gentleman meant anything 
| offensive, he (Mr. McM.) threw the term back 
into the gentleman’s teeth. He (Mr. McM.) be- 
Let that ques- 


constituents of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I mean by the 
term “ashamed” precisely what the gentleman 
means by the term “ mortification.” So fur as 
| the Democratic party is concerned, | have had suf- 
ficient experience to know that there are a good 
| Many sections in it. [ mean to say that the seo- 
tion to which the gentleman belongs is not the one 
. which | ever did belong, or ever expect to be- 
ong. 

Mr. McMULLEN. Thet may beso. But the 
gentleman can never belong toa more honorable 
section. ’ 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 


| Mr. ASHMUN offered the following amend- 
| ment; 

“ And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, in 
making contracts and purchases of articles for naval pur- 
poses, to give the preference, all other things being equal, to 
| articles of the growth, production, and manufacture of the 
| Unived States.”” 

The amendment having been read— 
Mr. ASHMUN said, he merely wished to re- 
|| call the attention of the committee to the fact, that 
on Saturday last a similar provision in relation to 
| hemp was adoptetl. His proposition was to ex- 
| tend this provision to all articles of American 
| growth and manufacture. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to a 
| point of order. He submitted that this amend- 
|, ment changed an existing law. 
| The CHAIRMAN said, that was a question of 
| fact which the Chair would not undertake to deeide. 
| Some conversation followed on the point of 
| fact, when 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the Chair 
| would rule the amendment to be in order, leaving 
| the question of fact te be decided by the commit- 
|| tee, on appeal, if the gentleman thought proper. 
| Mr. CALVIN called for the reading of the 
| amendment; which was again read. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, feeliag 
| convinced that the decision would lead to amend- 
| ments which, in his (Mr. T.’s) opinion, had no 





[tis sufficient, however, to know that whatever 
may be the true intent and meaning of the law of 
1848, the construction put upon it now, by the A 
present Seeretary of the Navy, is, that provided || tion bill containing the clause which this amend- 
® person is a resident of the State, whatever dis- || ment explained, intended to give the salary to 
inet he may actually reside in, he can be charged |) Lieutenant Davis, the superintendent of the Amer- 
‘0 any district in the State which may nOt have | ican Nautical Almanac. Such, as he (Mr. 8.) 
its full number, although he may not be a res- || was informed, was the understanding of the gen- 
ident of that’ district and has never been within || tleman from Ohio, [Mr, Vuyrow,] then chairman 






Mr. STANTON said he had but little to say in 


its limits, of the Committee of Waysand Means, He (Mr. 
A number of i ts have been quite || S.) regretted that the was not at this 
recently made of midshipmen residing within dis- || moment in his seat, that he might confirm his (Mr. 


riets having already their full quota, according to || S.’s) statement. Mr. Davis was one of the most 
the proposed amendment, or more than their full || accomplished scientific officers in the navy, at the 
Proportion, and one this very day, while within |) head of a most important work, and he (Mr. 8.) 
the same ara ‘area number of districts || thoaght he was entitled to the compensation pro- 

nom posed. 
which 


ipmen,and 
It is idle to that there mi Mr. McMULLEN expressed the regret 
Aone suitable in aid iiaarce dations he felt that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 


relation to it. A year or two ago the appropria- |) 


proper connection with the bill, he appealed from 
| the decision. 
| The CHAIRMAN said, he had made the de- 
| cision in order that the committee might decide the 
|| fact. 
|| After an inquiry by Mr. HOUS'10N— 
|| The question, * Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’ was 
| taken by tellers, - Wirpaice and Cime- 
| man, and was decided in the affirmative—ayes 96, 
| noes 42. _ 
| “So the committee affirmed the decision of the 
Chair, and decided the amendment of Mr. Asumon 
| to bein order. 
The ion recurring on agreeing to the amend- 
/mentof Mr. Asasun— 
Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the amendmem 
by inserting after the word * things,” the words 
| “the price and quality being equal. 
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Mr. ASHMUN. I accept the amendment of 
the gentleman as a modification of my own. 

The question was taken and decided in the affirm- 
ative. 

So the amendment of Mr. Asumon, as modified, 
was agreed to. : 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to 
amend the bill by the insertion of the following 
item: 


* And the pay of the superintendent of the naval schoo! 
at Annapolis shall be at the rate allowed to an officer of his 
rank when in service at sen.”’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


was agreed to. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
insert the following: 


« For completing and perfecting the electro-magnetic en- 
gine of Joel Haywood Tatum, the sum of $10,000, to be 
expended under the supervision of the Secretary of the 
Navy, in enabling the said J. H. Tatum to perfect his electro- 
magnetic engine according to the plan proposed by him, 
tie anid work to be conducted and managed exclusively by 
said J. H. Tatum.” 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Missiesippi, remarking 
that at this stage of the session it was impossible 
to go into an explanation of this invention, said he 
would merely state that this young man, who was 
without means, had started an invention which, in 
his (Mr. ‘T.’s) opinion, could apply this great 
power of electricity as a motive power. He was 
unable at the present time to complete his inven- 
tion—he had no agent to go round the Capitol. All 
he asked, and all he (Mr, T.) asked for him, was 
that he might be enabled to perfect his invention. 
He (Mr. T.) believed he was far in advance of 
Professor Page. 

Mr. HOLMES made.some inquiry, not heard 
by the Reporter. 

Mr. THOMPSON, in reply. The invention of 
Mr. Tatum does not conflict with the machine of 
Professor Page. 
the periphery of the wheel; Mr, Page uses the 


crank, the piston and cylinder; Mr. Tatum’s wheel | 


weighs near a thousand pounds, and is divided into 
sixteen sections. He can use sixteen batteries, 
having one for each section; as yet, with very in- 
adequate means, he has been able only to apply 
one battery to one section, which has given him 
thirty revolutions in a minute. His works are 
very imperfect, and everything has been done on 
the cheapest scale; he has thus far used dniy twen- 
ty pounds of wire. With the means necessary to 
complete his engine, he was persuaded he would 
far exceed anything which Professor Page has 


done, with his appropriation of $20,000. Profes- | 


sor Page uses six hundred pounds of wire, with 
twelve helices of fifty poundseach. When his 
attention was first called to the invention of Mr. 
‘fatum, he doubted his success, on account of the 
supposed impossibility of making the necessary 
works, to give the wheel sufficient speed. But 
since he had witnessed the experiments of Profes- 
sor Page, he believed the success of Mr. Tatum 
wae certain. 
at the speed already acquired with twenty pounds 
of wire, which is one sixteenth of his power, he 
exerts one fifth of ahorse power. With improved 
machinery, he was convinced his results would be 
most astonishing. The grest difference between 
the proposition of Professor Page and Mr. Tatum 
is this: Professor Page’s is so complicated that it 
ean never be reduced to practical use; while that of 
Mr. Tatum is so simple and plain, that the com- 
monest mind may comprehend and manage it. 
For the information of the House, he hoped the 
following letter from Mr. Tatum to him might be 
se Wasuincron, September 16, 1850. 
‘Te the Hon, J. Tuompson : 

Dear Star: Yours of August 24th came to hand in due 
time. § have delayed answering, for the purpose ofecarrying 
through some experiments, for which | was then preparing, 
and which piace it in my power to answer more satisiac- 
ne months past 1 have been able to revolve my 
mover, which is of about nine hundred pounds weight, with 
a very small proportion of battery aud magnets, uecessary 
to render eres complete. 

On the instant 1 ied a small battery which would 
not fit the epaee of one third of a cubie foot, to che section 
ef magnets, (the engine to contain sixteen when complete.) 
De tea ae aac eae ar 
Woke) twas enabhed to revolee'the wheel (1) E} the 

from twelve or thir- 


prime mover of nine hundred 
teen revelutions. By some sl adjustments during the 


day I was enabled io procure sizicen res Ons a minute. 
‘The wheel! is four feet diameter, and the engine is so simply 
constructed as to require but twelve to pounds to 


Mr. Tatum applies his power on | 


He would siate a single proposition: | 





| 


. = 
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motion. This power must be applied to the periphery of the 
wheel, however, which is equal to sixty ta seventy-five 
pounds on an eighteen inch stroke upon a piston and crank. 

re engine, at present, exposes considerable surface to at 
mospheric. resistance, which can be nearly or entirely re- 
moved by a small outlay of money. 

I would state to you that the engine throughout is very 
imperfect, not being correct in any one point; many of 
which are organic, and would require a new engine to cor- 
rect them. Some, however, can be corrected upon the en- 
gine I now have, and I have already placed the work in the 
hands of the machinist, As soon as [ am able to get these 
corrections made, I will again place the engine under a 
series of tests, from which I must very rationally expect 
much higher results. In fact, | feel satisfied that T ean, 
with the same magnets (eight pounds each) and battery | 
before used, produce a coercive force equal to thirty pounds | 
upon the periphery of the wheel, under an action of thirty to 
forty revolutions per minute, (1 hope to obtain sixty.) This || 
would be near twelve thousand pounds, one foot high in one 
minute, equal to abont two fifths of a horse power. This is 
but one sixteenth of the whole power, without estimating 
the advantage I obtain by induced magnetism in the adding 
ofthe remaining sections. This will be considerable, as is 
easy of demonstration; and its value is, upon my judgment, 
worth at least one quarter to One third the Whole power of 
the sections in their isolated action from which I made the 
estimates above. ' 

My opinion is, that the electro-magnet (which has been 
condemned by all the philosophers of Europe and America, 
Professor Page included) can be made to operate the largest 
machinery now in use with more power, perfection, and 
regularity, than is now done by steam or otherwise ; and the 
only doubt on my mind is as to the economy. 

From my observations in my own experiments, and those 
of Professor Page, Lam free to expres#the confident belief | 
that the voltaic current, necessary to propel the machinery 
of the world, can be produced as cheap 48 steam, in the 
prime cost, and possibly much cheaper, as the demand now 
produced by the telegraph and @ther uses have made its | 
economy of consideration, which has already shown itself in 
a very great advance in its cheap production; and should | 
that demand now be increased by the application to motive 
power, the talent and ingenuity of mankind would at once 
be commanded in perfecting battery orrangements, which, 
doubtiess, is susceptible of vast improvement. These things 
are plain to every one, and at Once suggest that if electricity, 
in its present incipient, infantile state, could perform at 
double the cost, that in a few years at most, it would far sur- 
pass sieam in its economy—refractibility. What is steam | 
now and steam five years afier Fulton propelled the first || 
boat? ‘The same lesson is taught throughout the history of | 
every science and discovery. 

With the above facts before me, and the many disadvan- 
tages under which I have /ahored, and now struggle, | feel | 
that I have everything to hope and nothing to‘ fear, unless it 
is, that I shall be so circumscribed in my means that I ean- | 
not put to practice what jg within my reach with means 
sufficient. Of this, however, | am now satisfied, that sooner 
or later the triumph of electricity over steam will be com- 
memorated by all mankind. 

And if I fail for want of means, I will at least show the | 
world how the end may be attained; and some one more 
fortunate than myself (in the purse) will reap the reward, 
and perhaps the honor. 

You speak of Professor Page and his experiments, I have 
seen them. We do not con et in any point. His theory is 
his own; and he may succeed, and somay [. And the only 
competition is as to efficiency and economy. If I fail, Lhope 
most sincerely his success, for the good of mankind and the 
glory of our country. With great regard, | am 


JOEL HAYWOOD TATUM. 
Mr. BAYLY. .I wish to ask my friend from 
Mississippi whether he has quitted the economical 
**wing’’ of the Democratic party permanently, or 
only for this occasion? [Laughter.] 
Mr. THOMPSON. lam going upon true Dem- 


overcome the inertia and friction, and place the engine in | 








posed to that a 


| But our opinions did not 


| from the Treasury the means of carrying on 





ocratic principles. Here is a poor man, a man of 
genius; as a Democrat | want to raise an humble 
man, and give him an opportunity to perfect his 
own invention. I believe it is an invention of im- 
mense importance to the nation and to the world. 
The Commissioner of Patents proposes, in his re- 
port, to give to the man who shall succeed in ap- 
plying electricity as a motive power, a premium of 
$100,000. Here is a young man without means, 
who, | believe, has hit upon the right invention. 
He tells me that there are speculators enough who 
will advance all he asks, if he will give them one 
half of the interest in it. Now, ! ask this Con- 
gress if they are not willing—if it is not true De- 
mocracy—to give this young man his pittance to 
proceed in an enterprise which, successfully car- 
ried out, will prove a great blessing, not only to us 
but to all mankind. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired whether the invention 
had ever been tested ? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied. No committee of 
Congress, it is true, has examined and reported on 
this invention. It is in an imperfect state, and the 
very object of the appropriation is to enable the 
inventor to complete his engine. But at the last 
session of Congress, Congress appropriated twenty 
thousand dollars to send Professor Page into the 
field and to find an invention. The public have 
the results before them. But here we have an in- 
vention sufficiently advanced to demonstrate its 
ultimate triumph. 


Mr. JONES. I wish to ask my fri 
Mississippi one question: Under whan es 
the Constitution does the Government §,4 
authority to make this a opriation ? = 

Mr. THOMPSON. Under what Proviai 
the Constitution does the Government finds” 

ower to make an appropriation to pa the **; ; 
ing’? (as he is called) for looking afier Storms? 

Mr. JONES. [ thought the gentleman dan 

ropriation. I was. a 

IN, in reply. That is true, 


revail; and 
clause of the Coneudtation’ waaen gives Cone 


the power to promote the progress of gs 
useful arts by securing eaianls ob the aman a 
useful distoveries, appropriations have heretof : 
been made in similar cases, and he wished p a 
see the Constitution run upon an humble vy : 
genius. He hoped the appropriation would . 
made, and he believed it would result in « os. 
blessing to mankind. Great 
Mr. STRONG was opposed to this amen 
It was an attempt to connect the Govern 
individual enterprise. This was but one of the 
thousands of cases of individuals engaged in uses | 
experiments throughout the countr » and a 
ought not to single out an individual case He 
sincerely hoped that the young man might be as 
cessful. The inventor should have his best wishes 
But when these gentlemen come to us to obtain 


these 
He 


Mr. THO) 


dment, 
Ment with 


operations, he was inclined to stop at once, 
was not willing that the Government should con. 
nect itself with these individual enterprises, ¢ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquire 
whether Congress had not already given $20,000 
to Professor Page to assist him in his eX periments 
and there was no doubt he had made important 


| discoveries. Now, this appropriation is asked for 


to protect a discovery which is already in oy 
hands. 

Mr. STRONG resumed. Because we have 
made such an appropriation once, it was not to be 
argued that we ought to do it again. He did not 
recognize the power of the House to make ap. 
propriations for such purposes. The Constitution 
provides that we can protect the rights of inven. 
ors in their discoveries by giving them patenis, 
and it does not give us the power to offer pre- 
miums to all those who may make discoveries 
hereafter. This discovery may be all that it has 
been represented to be by the gentleman from Mis. 
sissippi, but it had not been submitted to an ex- 
amination by the proper department of the Gov. 


| ment. It had been only recommended by individual 


opinions—very respectable opinions, no doubt, but 
still they were only the opinions of individuals— 
and if it was even proper that we should give what 
is now asked. for, we ought to have higher testi- 
mony in favor of the discovery than has yet been 
furnished. He was altogether opposed to the em- 
barkation of Government in any of these individ- 
ual enterprises, although they might hereafter wm 
out to be very profitable. e knew of no betier 
reason which could be brought forward in favor of 
this discovery, than could be urged in favor of a 
superior mode of tanning hides. Both of these 
might be defended on the ground that they were 
public benefits, and they rested precisely on the 
same principle. He contended that Congress had 
no authority from the Constitution to make ep 
propriations for all who are engaged in exper: 
ments which they expect will turn out beneficial 
to the country. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to strike out of 
the amendment $10,000 and insert $12,000. _ 
He desired to say that this question of the right 
of Congress toappropriate money for the assistance 
of scientific men, in thie prosecution of their expert 


ments, ought to have been considered before 


was aagreed to give $20,000 to Professor Page; 
and if Tt is competent for Congress to mak: appr 
priations for these purposes, there could be 00 
more meritorious claim presented than that now 
under consideration. It was true the principle had 
not been examined by But the inventor 
asked thdt his discoveries should be submitted 
the examination of a competent committee, 
states that he has in advance of Professr 
Page in his magnetic experiments. He only asks 
for a committee to examine his discoveries, aM 
whose report shall determine whether he 1s in #¢- 
vance of Professor Page or any one else. 
applicant haa received no aid whatever from Gor 
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tion, 


1850. ; 


a i—he has worked entirely on his own 
ided only by the*light of his own genius; 
wn now comes here and only asks that the 
measure of justice which bas been already 
as out to Professor Page may be given to him, |) 
should his discovery be found equally deserv- || 
_ he may be’as liberally aided. e hoped | 
i pendent would be adopted, 
<" FOWLER said he was not opposed to 
sitions to protect genius, as had been sup- 
po And if this discovery should turn out, on 
mination, to be worthy of the patronage of 
Government, he would, after he was satisfied 
that the subject had been sufficiently examined, 
yote to give it pecuniary aid. But all the state- 
nis on the subject which had been made here, 
ere merely statements of individéal opinions. He 
vad agreat respect for the opinion of the gentle- 
nan from Mississippi, but he could not agree that 
ihe time had yet come when it would be proper to 
ropriate money for this object. The Govern- 
at ought never to embark in any enterprise | 











yhatever until it has been clearly ascertained that 
the enterprise is worthy of public support. It 
yas on this ground that he was opposed to this ! 
amendment and to the amendment to the ameng- || 
nent. Let an examination be made. Let a 
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until the validity of the claim is settled. And I 
shall vote accordingly. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
the amendment, pro forma, for the pur of cor- 
recting an error into which the gentleman from 
Maine had fallen. The Legislature of New York 
has never surrendered the jurisdiction over the 
navy-yard at Brooklyn, nor will it be surrendered 
until we have settled this claim with the city of 
Brooklyn. He did not approve of the course 
taken by the authorities of Brooklyn, although he 
did not consider himself as competent to give an 
opinion. 

Mr. CARTTER spoke briefly against the appro- 
priation, but he was not distinctly heard by the 
Reporter. 

he amendment to the amendment was then 


| negatived. . 


r. BOKEE moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out $50,000, and inserting $6,000. He 
did this for the purpese of making an explanation 


relative to the cause of all the difficulty which had || 


grown out of this purchase on the part of the Gov- 
ernment. He contended that the whole was at- 
tributable to the manner ia which the original law 
was passed. He stated that the parties who 
bought the land were aware of the fact that the 





committee of scientific men examine the matter. } 
ifafier such examination.a favorable report should | 
be made, he would be as ready as his friend over | 
the way (Mr. Fearerston] to vote for it. But || 
pe looked upon it as premature at this time to put || 
wr hands into the Treasury and take out ten or 
welve thousand dollars for this young man, 
vorthy as he doubtless isy before we have had any 
examination of his discovery. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
decided in the negative. - 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was decided in the negative. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to insert 
the following item: 

« Por terminating and adjusting all disputes with the cor- 
porate authorities of the city of Brooklyn, respecting the 
tie and incumbrance therein of the lauds attached to the 
Brooklyn navy-yard, the sum ef $50,000, in addition to for- 
mer appropriations; the whole, or any part thereof, to be 
expended by the Seeretary of the Navy, as in his judgment 
the public interest may require: Provided, That no part 
thereof shall be paid oat until the Legislature of the State 
of New York shall have ceded to the United States the ju- 
risdiction over all the lands owned by the United States in 
and adjacentto said navy-yard. And the said Secretary is 
hereby authorized to agree upon and fix the boundaries of 
ail the lands attached to said navy-yard, and to receive and 
execute deeds of release or exchange accordingly.”” 


He stated that he was instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to submit this amend- 
ment. it had been suggested by the Secretary of 
the Navy. He (Mr. 8S.) entirely concurred in the 
propriety of the amendment, but instead of going 
into anyremarks in explanation of its character 
and importance, he would leave the Secretary to 
explain it for himself. He sent a letter from the 





corporation of Brooklyn had opened two streets 


| or avenues, and that they had no right at any 


subsequent period to dispose of these avenues. 
The Legislature of the State will not cede the ju- 
risdiction over the navy-yard until the dispute 
between the Government and the corporation of 
Brooklyn is decided. 

Me. B. made some further remarks, but such 
was the confusion that it was impossible to hear 
them distinctly. 

Mr. GERRY said, all I desire is, that the 
committee understand the question—and when 
| they do understand it I think they will find no 
difficulty inacting. ‘The facts in the case are, that 
the Government of the United States purchased 
} some land in the city of Brooklyn and received 

warrantee deeds. That at the time of the pur- 
chase the land was incumbered. That all the in- 
cumbrances have been discharged except $30,000 
assessed by the city of Brookiyn on the land as 
taxes; and all the purchase money has been paid 
| except $30,000, which is retained by the Govern- 
ment unul the claim for taxes be discharged by the 
grantor. Now the validity of those taxes are at 
| present undergoing an investigation by the courts 
of New York. So far all is well. But the city of 
Brooklyn comes and sets upa further claim for 
expenses and damages, and for what? Now this 
does not very distinctly appear. But so far as it 
| appears in the case as presented to the committee, 
| it ia for filling up one of the streets of the city 
where it crossed the land purchased, and for ex- 
penses the city has been to in ornamenting and 
repairing in consequence of the conversion of the 
land in question into a part of the navy yard. 





Secretary to the Clerk’s table, in which the appro- 
ayes was recommended in the manner proposed 

y the amendment. 

Mr, GERRY said he had examined ‘the evi- 
dence in this case so far as it has been brought to 
the knowledge of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, and had not been satisfied that the appropri- 
ation ought to be made. The Secretary of the 

avy recommends the appropriation, provided 
Congress become satisfied that the claim set up by 
the ety of Brooklyn is a legal one. Now, | have 


Now I do not see that there is any claim here 
either in law or equity. The city of Brooklyn 
has no right to complain in her corporate capacity. 
If there be claims for damages, individuals only 
can prefer them—the government. i am well 
persuaded here is an attempt to gouge the Govern- 
ment out of $50,000, and for one | am for resist- 
ing. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Boxee, and it was rejected. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend, by striking out 


seen no evidence to satisfy me that the claim has || $50,000 and inserting $25,000. 


the least merit in a legal point, and 1 am not pre- 
ye to give my vote for the appropriation. 
4m prepared to give my assent to the appropria- 
tion if any person can bring to my knowledge 
any facts to convince me that the claim is valid. 

tas at present informed, | am of the opinion 
that the claim is without a shadow of validity. 

Mr. STANTON inte with a remark, as 
for as understood, to the effect that the ao 
Brooklyn had, by assessment, a claim for $30,000. 
That claim is now in litigation. The 
did not undertake to decide as to which of the liti- 
fants was the best entitled. It will be paid to the 
One or the other. 

Mr. GERRY resumed. The Secretary recom- 
mends the appropriation in the event Congress be- 
come satisfied of the validity of the claim. If gen- 

n are satisfied of this fact, then of course 
they will, if they think proper, vote the appropria- 
But I see no necessity of this appropriation 


He said, he did not know whether he understood 


till || the case, or whether he had any correct view of it. 


But he beljeved that the Secretary of the Navy, 
under the late Administration, contracted for and 
bought this land for $285,000. The Government 
held the lands on both sides this land, and wished 
to obtain that between. The Government paid all 
this amount except $30,000, which had been re- 
ceived. How is it that this $50,000 is required? 
The Goveroment built a wall tok s from 
going to the water. The city authorities say that 
the Government cannot build a wall in the way in 
which this has been erected, because these streets 
run in that direction, and the Government has no 
right to stop up the street. He thought the best 
way would be to sue the corporation, to recover 
back the amount which has been already paid. 
Mr. SACKETT said, this was a@ claim for the 
cost of laying out streets, He wished to know 
whether 


corporate authorities had the power 


| to take up a street without the consent of the per- 





| 


| duly notified to the Secretary of the Navy. 








sons who hold property there? 

Mr. JONES onlaainte were no private proprie- # 
sors there; buz if the corporation has no power, 
the people have the power, and can direct the stop- 

e of the streets. 

r. SACKETT saidg he understood that these 
streets had been laid out on a plat of land belong- 
ing to individuals. If so, he did not understand 
what power the corporation had to take up the 
streeta. As the law in New York stands, no cor- 
porate body can take up streets, to the injury of 
private property. Before any appropriation is 
made, it would be proper to see that there isa title, 
and that we can get it. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
negatived. 

Mr. GORMAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out $50,000 and inserting $55,000. 

It appeared that one gentleman from New York 
says, that when the vendor sold this property to 
the Government of the United States, it was known 
to theagentof the Government that the title was not 
good. Some one had told this to the Government 
agent at Brooklyn, and had informed him of the 
claim which the city held upon it.” It had been 
The 
Secretary knew what he was buying. He knew 
of that clafm, and he asked for this appropriation 
for the purpose of settling the claim. The ques- 
tion is, whether the city of Brooklyn had a right 
to run these streets. The persons who sold the 
property to the United States thought the city had 
no such right. This appropriation is asked to be 
withheld until the dispute is settled. 

Mr. HUNTER asked whether Secretary Walk- 
er was notified that the jurisdiction wand not be 
surrendered to the United States? 

Mr. GORMAN said, he did not know whether 
Mr. Walxer was so notified or not. He ander- 
stood that the vendor had expressed his willingness 
to subrait to the decision of the court. The city 
of Brooklyn had almost given up the matter. The 
legal question being then so nearly settled, the 
only question is, whether the city of Brooklyn has 
an equitable claim? The Secretary asks of us to 
extinguish this equitable claim; and he (Mr. G.) 
thought it would be better to do this than to have 
a lawsuit. 

Mr. BOKEE explained. 

Some explanation took place between Mr. GOR- 
MAN and Mr. BOKEE, in reference to the posi- 
tion in which this title now stood— 

When the amendment’to the amendment was 
negatived. : 

he question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was ordered that the vote should be taken 
by tellers. 

Messrs. Conwiw and Bowtin were appointed 
tellers; when there was reported 57 votes in the af- 
firmative—the negatives were not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
that part of the bill which makes appropriations 
for the navy-yard at Philadelphia, by inserting 
thereafter the following: 

“For the enlargement of the Philadelphia navy-yard 
$40,000; and the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized 
to contract for the purchase of 80 much laad on the sour. 
erly side of said yard as he may deem advisable, not exceed- 
ing the area of the present yard, provided it Can be obtained 
on reasonable terms.” 

Mr. 8. said, he would not occupy any time in 
making remarks on the subject of this amendment; 
but would merely send to the Clerk, to be read, a 

| letter from the Secretary of the Navy showing the 
importance of the improvement asked for. 
he letter was then read by the Clerk, when— 

Mr. STANTON called the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact, that the Government had been 
under the necessity of renting the ground, whick 
would doubtless become greatly enhanced in value 
when the dry dock was finished. 

Mr. LEVIN moved a pro forma amendment, 
and made some observations on the advantages 
which would result from the completion of the dry 
dock. 

Mr. CHANDLER defended the appropriation, 
on the ground that the buildings are now too much 
crowded from want of room, and that the danger 
of fire could be materially lessened by an exten- 
sion of the ground. 

The amendment to the amendment wae nega- 
tived. 








The. question being on the original amendment, 
tellers were ordered. 

Mesers. Fowrer and Roppins were appointed 
tellers, and the vote was reported, ayes 48, noes 73. 

So the amendment was saustioed: 


Mr. WHITE moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting the following: ~ 

“ And that the pay of the engineer, Ward B. Brunett, at 
the navy-yard, Philadelphia, be $2,347, commencing at the 
time of his appointment on the lst day of February, 1849.” 

Mr. CARTTER rose to a question of order, on | 
the ground that the gentleman had already offered | 
thie amendment, and it had been voted down. 

The point of order was overruled. 

Mr. WHITE explained that this amendment | 
was offered under the instruction of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, and that it had the approba- || 
tion of the Secretary. i| 

The question being about to be taken on the 
amendment, tellers were demanded. 

Messrs. Wiutams and Hamitton were ap- | 
poinied tellers, and the vote was reported—ayes 
64, noes 62. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CABELL, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, moved to amend the item which reads ‘‘for || 
completing permanent wharf,” &c., at Pensacola, | 
by striking out the word ‘‘completing,” and in- | 
serting “extending permanent wharf according to || 
the plan of the engineers.”’ 

He sent to the Clerk a letter from the Secretary || 
of the Navy recommending this amendment. 

The question on the amendment was about to | 
be put, when 

Mr. CABELL asked for tellers. 

The CHAIR announced that a sufficient num- 
ber did not rise. 

Mr. CABELL insisted on a count. 

The CHAIR decided that it was too late. 

The amendment was then negatived. 


Mr. CABELL then moved to amend the same 
clause of the bill by substituting the word ‘‘ex- 
tending’”’ for the word “completing.” 

e amendment was agreed to—ayes 76. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, under the di- | 
re:tion of the Committee on Naval Afftirs, moved || 
to amend the bill by inserting the following: 

“ For commencing the construction of a floating dry dock || 
on the coast of California, one hundred thousand dollars. 
And the Secretary of the Navy is authorized and directed to | 
enter into contract with Samuel D. Dakin, John 8. Gilbert, | 
Zenor Secor, and Rutherford Moody, for the construction, || 
with all reasonable dispatch, of a sectional or balance fluat- | 
ing dry dock, basin, and railway, at such harbor on the coast 
oft the Pacifje ocean as he may select, of capacity and di- 
mensions in no respect inferior to those of the dry dock in | 

ogress of construction at Pensacola: Provided, That, by || 
granting the said contractors permission, if required, te pre- 
pare the materials chiefly at some harbor on the Atlantic 
sea-board, and advancing moneys thereon as the works pro- 
gress, the said works can be completed at a sum not exceed- | 
ing by more than twelve per cent. the whole amount con- 
traced to be paid for the floating d6ck, basin, and railway 
at the Pensacola navy-yard, with the addition thereto ory 
what would be the cost of transportation to the said coast of 
the materials thus prepared, and with the reservation, till the 
works are done, of ten per cent. and the usual surety forthe | 
faithful performance of the contract. And it shall also be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to enterinto an agree- 
ment with the said contractors, if they will keep the said 
works in repair, and take proper care of the same, for any 
given period of years free of charge to the Government, to 
permit them to use the said works during such period, on 
their own account, for repairing merchant vessels, when not 
occugied by vessels of the navy, to which precedence shall’ 
al ail times be given.” 

Mr.8. would say but few words on this question. | 
He would read a short passage from the report of || 
the Secretary of the Navy, made at the commence- 
ment of this session. e then read an extract, in 
which it is strongly recommended to make pro- 
vision for the repair of our ships on the coast of 
California. There was but one opinion as to the | 
necessity for this ropriation, and for such an 
establishment in California. As to the superiority 
of floating dry docks over every other description 
of dock, public opinion had settled down, and the 
policy of the Government also seems to have set- 
tied down, as this riation bill shows. He 
had brought here a from Commodore Ap 
Cateaby Jones, who had just returned from Cali- 
fornia. He,would not read this letter at this late | 
hour; but he would state it as the opinion of Com- 
modore Jones that the construction of a floating | 
dry dock on the Atlantic coast, and to be shipped | 
thence for California, is the best policy. Materials | 
of the kind can be more easily procured on 
the A. ¢ coast than in California, and the ad- 
ditional cest beyond that which is now in progress 














at Pensacola will not exceed twelve per cent. Any 
gentleman who will take the trouble to examine 
this subject, will be satisfied of the necessity for 
this dock in California. One of our frigates, 
which has cost the Government about nine hun- 
dred thousand dollars, is now lying there in such 
a condition that it is doubtful whether she can be 
brought home for repair. He stated that he of- 
fered this amendment in behalf of a gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock,] who was necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment, 


|| by striking out the names of the persons, and in- 
y 8 P 


seriing, ‘* to the lowest and best bidders.” 

Mr. STANTON replied, that the gentlemen 
named in the amendment were the patentees of 
the floating dry dock, and that no other persons 
could construct them. 

The amendment to the amendment was with- 
drawn. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 


Mr. STANLY moved an amendment, pro 
forma, to the amendment. 

He said he believed that there was above a mil- 
lion of dollars appropriated in this bill for these 
floating dry docks. For the one at Pénsacola, 
yw egy is appropriated. Yet not one of these 

oating dry docks has yet been completed; and 
we do not know if they ever will be completed. 
We ought surely to know whether they will suc- 


| ceed or not before we make these large appropria- 


tions, and bring them into general use. If these 
floating dry docks are the best, then certainly 
California is entitled to one of them. 

Mr. WHITE, in a low tone, defended the float- 


| ing dry docks, one of which had, he said, been in 


successful operation for four years in New York. 
The amendment to the amendment was then 
withdrawn. 
Mr. LA SERE said that he was instructed by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to move to insert 


|| the following: 


* And the sum of five hundred dollars for suitable plans 
of the buildings and requisite improvements at the naval 


| dep6t near New Orleans; and that said plans be procured 


and furnished under the direction of the senior naval officer 


|| resident or stationed at New Orleans.” 


Mr. LA SERE said a few words in explanation 
of the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON hoped the amendment would 
be adopted. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to in- 


| sert in the bill the following: 


“For —_ and binding three hundred copies of the 
official report of the Expedition to the Dead Sea, to be dis- 
tributed to libraries, institutions, and learned societies, 
under we direction of the Secretary of the Navy, seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars.’ 

He stated that he submitted this amendment at 
the suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy. As 
well as he understood the object of the Secretary, 
it was to have a few copies of this work printed 
in a style superior to that in which the ordinary 
work of Congress was done, for the purpose of 
distributing them among the foreign literati. This 
expedition was carried out under the administra- 
tion of Mr. Polk; and he thought the work should 
be sent out ina better style than that of acommon 
document, in which form it had already been 
printed. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
negatived. 

The bill having been read through, 

Mr. BAYLY (among several competitors) ob- 
tained the floor, and moved that the’committee 
rise and report the bill. 

Messrs. STANTON, of Tennessee, VENABLE 
and CARTTER, addressed the Speaker, and 
stated that they wished to offer amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN propounded the question on 
the motion to rise and report. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, made the ques- 
tion of order, that the motion to rise and report 
could not be put until all the amendments were 
offered which any gentleman might desire. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
and said that the motion to rive and » like 
the motion to adjourn, was a privi motion, 
and was in order. 

Mr. he ares 

Mr. CARTTER for the-reading of therule. 


| 


wee ae , 
His opinion was clear that the motion to rim 
report, under the well-known ‘principles of 
noes law, was a but in aoe 
general wishes of the House 
o Ms VEN ee 

r. ABLE moved to am : 
adding thezeto the following section. °* bill by 
« And be it 

sage of this act, surgeons of ae rae, ies the pao. 
twelve years, and pursers of more than twelve cae (hte 
have the rank of commanders; surgeons of Jess den tee 


years shall have the rank of lieutenant; 


surgeons shall have rank next after lieutenants : 

shall rank with surgeons according to the date of 
sion: Provided, That commanding officers, of wh 
grade, when on duty, shall take precedence of all ~ 
canines eaieeee aa exercise military a tts 
additional right to anunena mY Command, and yy 

Mr. JONES made the point of order, tha: the 
amendment was not now in order, on the 
that they had now gone through with and dis 
of all that portion of the bill which applied to y, 
navy, and that the latter part of it referred to the 
marine service. The amendment was not germa : 
and therefore not in order. ™, 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of ore, 
stating that he could not distinguish the maring 
service and decide that it was not a part of the 
or On the contrary, the opposite was the fac 

r. STEPHENS, of Georgia, made the Point 
of order, that the question of rank was not germane 
to the appropriation of money, and therefore tha: 
the amendment was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked, that by reference 
to appropriation bills passed heretofore, it appeared 
that provisions for the increase of the officers of 
the navy, and other similar provisions, had been 
ingrafted upon appropriation bills—and it coy\d 
only be accounted for upon the principle that ql 
matters relating to the navy were germane, |, 
accordance with these precedents, he must over. 
rule the point of order and decide the amendment 
to be in order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN appealed from the decision, 

The question, ‘* Shall the décision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ was u- 
ken, and decided in the negative. 

So the decision was reversed, and the amené- 
ment ruled out of order. 


Mr. CARTTER moved to amend the bill byad- 
ding thereto the following section: 

« And be it further enacted, That the agaregate amount of 
appropriations provided in this bill be, and the same is hereby, 
reduced two millions of dollars ; and that the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to restrict the service provided for in this bill to bring the 
sum within the aforesaid reduction.” 

ioe CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. CARTTER appealed. * 

The question was taken, and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 

So the amendment of Mr. Carrrer was ruled 
out of order. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to ameni 
the bill by adding thereto: 

Be it enacted, That hereafter the naval force of 
the United States in commission shall be divided into tw 
squadrons, to be known as the squadron of the Atlantic and 
squadron of the Pacific—the former to have its headquarters 
in the waters of the United States in the Atlantic, ade 
cruise in the north and south Atlantic, in the Mediterranea, 
and the Gulf of Mexico; the latter have its headquarters it 
California, to cruise in the north and south Pacific, in the 
China seas, and the Indian ocean: Provided, That s0 joo 
as existing treaties require it, a force of eighty guns shall be 
kept on the African coast. 
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time in the navy, shall not exceed thousand.” ; 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, raised the poitt 
of order soe amendment, that it was ne 

to i. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules as befor, 
that all matters relating to the navy are germalt 
and in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS appealed. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision 
ken cade 1 e the negative. 

So the decision was reversed, and the amendmest 
was decided out of order. 
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